
SERMON NOTES  (Preacher, Phil Townsend) 
 

DATE SUBJECT      TEXTS        

20 Oct 19 A Missionary Church Mt 28-16-end; 1 Pet 3.15, Acts 2.42-47, Mt 6.25-33, Jn 14.21 
 

Imagine a non-Christian friend comes up to you and says “You know, I’ve been thinking about life recently, and 
find myself questioning lots of things. I know that you go to church. I’m just wondering why Jesus Christ is so 
important to you, and what difference does he make in your life…” 
 

If someone asked you that question, what would you say? [Share with one other person.] 
 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if someone asked us that question, listened to what we had to say and started believing 
in Jesus, and finding tremendous comfort and inspiration in Christian faith - their lives being transformed. 
 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if absolutely loads of people in our country today were to rediscover faith in Jesus – what 
a difference it would make in so many parts of national & personal life. That’s what we are all called to do…  
 

Mt 28.16f Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When 
they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ 
 

To be witnesses – Someone did it for us (that’s why we are in church!). So we are here to pass it on to others… 
1 Pet 3.15 - Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have. But do this with gentleness & respect. Yet we find this so very difficult – not something that we shine at! 
 

One reason I believe why we find it so difficult in the Church of England - It’s just not part of our culture! 
 

To illustrate this, let’s look again at those “five marks of mission” that you have been hearing about so much 
recently. Let’s give the Church of England marks out of 10 in all these five areas… (Nb just my opinion here!)  
 

Tend – 6; Transform – 5; Treasure – 4; Tell – 1
1
; Teach – 2

2
 

 

In my opinion, the CofE has never been very good at “the great commission”, 
incl. discipling new believers, and that’s why the C of E is in such a rapid decline 
today (though some are bucking the trend - eg St Tim’s!) 
 
Why is the Church of England so weak in this area of proclamation - why is it 
not part of our Church culture today? 
The reason is because it has never been part of our culture - from the very outset!  
 

For the following reason… 
The Church of England was ‘born’ in the 16th C., at the end of the Middle Ages, becoming established in the 17th 
C., at the beginning of the modern era. A huge factor in all this, is that we were already a ‘Christian country’ when 
the Church of England came into being - and for the first four centuries of the CofE’s existence… 

Research has been done
3
 to look at the proportion of people who were nominally Church of England during this 

period, and this that’s are as follows:  
 

    1680 1720 1760 1800 1840 
                    Nominal C of E 94.4 92.0 93.6 88.2 76.9 

No Religion at all - - - 0.1 0.3 
 

Our culture was basically a Christendom culture: the only serious player in the game regarding worldviews and 
morality was the church. Of course the church has lots of terrible disagreements, but it was still basically around 
Christian ideas. 
 
Within that social context, the church of England therefore was in “maintenance mode”, not “mission mode”. It 
had its work cut out simply looking after the needs, spiritual and material, of the existing flock. For the most part 
there was little incentive to try to do any evangelism -any proclamation - although there were a number of notable 
exceptions at different times during this four century period (and since 1900) 
 
However in the 19th century there had been huge sociological changes which increasingly undermined the 
influence and power of the church. There was growing secularisation, growing social mobility, growing 
urbanisation, growing non-Christian worldviews, such as Rationalism and Darwin’s evolutionary theory, and 
consequently a growing number of influential people who made it clear that they did not have Christian belief. 

                                                
1
 …in England – though much better in other countries…eg 19

th
 Cent CMS overseas missions = mostly Church of England  

2 A notable exception of the Sunday School movement, late 18
th
 to end of 19

th
 Cent, from which state education came. 

3 http://www.brin.ac.uk/eighteenth-century-religious-statistics/ 

http://www.brin.ac.uk/eighteenth-century-religious-statistics/


And in the 20th century it all began to fall apart - see slide of UK SS attendance…  
 
Of course, the church could have seen this is a new missionary opportunity, but 
as proclamation has never been central to our culture, we have been very 
slow to catch up and persuade people it is important! Maintenance mode ruled. 
 
Because of this missionary failure of the church of England, the 20th century saw 
a remorseless decline that gathered momentum towards the end of that century, 
and sadly continues into this. 
 

So we really need to find a way to make proclamation and discipling central to our C of E culture…!!! 
 
For help on this, let’s look back to the early church… Acts 2 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to 
give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favour of 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 
Much better at the 5 marks of mission! One key here was that some Peter took 
to heart the great commission and taught them to obey the teaching of Jesus 
– viz. the sermon on the Mount re possessions and trusting in God’s provision:  
 
Mt 6 25 ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add 
a single hour to your life?.... 

 

So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall we wear?” 32 For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  
 
Obedience to Jesus in this area had 2 immediate effects: (1) others could see the difference, (2) the Christians 
themselves could see how God had provided for them, and had been true to his word in Mt 6, so they praised 
God and were excited - and their enthusiastic testimony would draw others to Jesus; faith became infectious! 
 
Here there was inspiration, then obedient application: Salt & light + enthusiastic testimony = powerful witness! 
 

But we might say today that we don’t have such powerful demonstrations of God revealing himself to us as the 
signs & wonders of Acts 2. And maybe not such great teaching either! If we had greater signs, then we might 
be willing to be more radically obedient…? 
 
Yet when Jesus was asked for a sign he said, “An evil and adulterous generation craves a sign. Yet no sign 
will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” (Mt 12.38) (in other words his own death & 
resurrection) 
He made it clear that if we wanted to see him more, we should first obey: “Whoever has my commands and 
obeys them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
them and reveal myself to them.” (Jn 14.21) 
In Rom 12.1,2, Paul says that the great motivation for radical obedience is simply that Jesus died for us – how 
can we doubt his love? (eg Rom 8.31f) 

 
The Key to being a successful missionary church is that ordinary church members are inspired by the 
Cross of Christ to wholeheartedly follow Jesus, trusting (like Him) in God’s Fatherly provision, and daring to 
live generous lives – lives that are significantly different to the non-believers around us! This will provoke 
comments & questions - which we can answer enthusiastically, because Jesus is increasingly real to us.4 
 
As we do this, proclamation & discipling will become second nature – central to our culture, part of our DNA. 
 
Let us each begin to take steps towards a more radical trust and obedience – resulting in greater joy and witness. 

                                                
4 How far would you agree with this statement, and how might this be expressed in the life of the church? 


