ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	25/09/2011
	2. Pillar of Cloud and Pillar of Fire
	Exodus 13.17-22, Mark 1.32-38, Acts 16.6-10


Mark 1.32-38 

After the sun had set and evening had come, people brought to Jesus all the sick and those who had demons. 33All the people of the town gathered in front of the house. 34Jesus healed many who were sick with all kinds of diseases and drove out many demons. He would not let the demons say anything, because they knew who he was.

Very early the next morning, long before daylight, Jesus got up and left the house. He went out of the town to a lonely place, where he prayed. 36But Simon and his companions went out searching for him, 37and when they found him, they said, “Everyone is looking for you.”

But Jesus answered, “We must go on to the other villages round here. I have to preach in them also, because that is why I came.” So he travelled all over Galilee, preaching in the synagogues and driving out demons.
If you or I had been Jesus, is highly likely that we would have stayed on in Capernaum, where he had healed Peter's mother-in-law and many other people in the village who went on queueing up to meet him late into the night. The obvious thing would have been to simply carry on the next day. But Jesus didn't do that. He knew that he could do nothing on his own, his power came from God. He was therefore totally dependence upon the power and guidance of his father, and needed to keep absolutely in step with the Holy Spirit. So instead of simply carrying on, Jesus got up early to spend time communicating with his father, to draw from God strength and guidance. His father would give him the agenda, and the directions for the day ahead. 

Presumably God the Father had told him that the work that he had done at Capernaum was sufficient in relation to the bigger picture, the bigger plan. Much as he (and everyone else) might have liked to finish off healing everybody in the village who had sickness and diseases, his Father had other plans for him that must come first. “We must go on to the other villages round here. I have to preach in them also, because that is why I came.”
Jesus was totally dependent upon the father for every moment of his life on Earth, from his birth to his childhood, his adult hood and Ministry and mission, through to the final week of his life, death and resurrection, all the way through to his final Ascension back into heaven. There was no point during the entire time in which Jesus acted independently. He said, "The Son can do nothing on his own, he sees what the Father is doing, and what the Father does, the Son also does, because the Father loves the Son and shows him all he is doing." (John 5.19f). Jesus depended upon his father for protection, provision, power and guidance.

The Bible teaches us that Jesus is our role model, he is the ultimate example of how a human life should be lived. Jesus is the model for the people of God for all time. 
Just as he was guided by his father, so he wants us to be guided by him. John 10.2 

The man who goes in through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him; the sheep hear his voice as he calls his own sheep by name, and he leads them out. 4When he has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice…  
v9 Whoever comes in by me will be saved; they will come in and go out and find pasture. I have come in order that you might have life, life in all its fullness. Notice the result of being guided by our Good Shepherd!

Not just time of Jesus… Echo of the Old testament Psalm written by David: 23

The Lord is my Shepherd; I have everything I need.

He lets me rest in fields of green grass 

and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water.

He gives me new strength. 

He guides me in the right paths…
Even if I go through the deepest darkness,

I will not be afraid, Lord, for you are with me.

Your shepherd’s rod and staff protect me.
We see the definitive demonstration of this at the very formation of God's people in the wilderness, recorded in the book of Exodus. Just as Jesus depended upon the father for protection, provision, power and guidance, so we see God's people, his children, the brothers and sisters of Jesus, having to learn to do just the same as Jesus did.

In the book of Exodus, God takes his people on a transforming experience, a journey through a place where they had to learn to depend completely upon him, at every level, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Their experience in the desert taught them to trust in God at such a profound level, that when they were faced with impossible odds and huge difficulties in the land of Canaan, they were able to be guided, protected, empowered and provided for by God in a way that enable them to overcome all their enemies and live a life which demonstrated the glory of God.

One of the first lessons that we see God teaching them is that they must at all times be guided by God in this hostile place, the wilderness. There were many dangers in the desert: danger of starvation, danger of dying of thirst, danger of quick-sands, danger of nomad desert warriors, dangers of desert storms – danger of getting lost! How much they needed God's guidance, to show them the right path, through all these dangers, to lead them to safety, to places where they could find rest, shelter, food and water.

In the main text, Exodus 13.17-22, we see the story of God providing them with a column of Cloud by day, and a column of Fire by night to guide them always. It is interesting to note that this indeed was a 24-hour experience. The column of fire by night underlines the fact that there is no point at which God's people can switch off their guidance system. There will be times when God will expect his people to march through the night, possibly because it might become event, or possibly to avoid the danger of detection by hostile peoples. But whatever the reason, God's people have to learn to be led by his Spirit 24 hours a day.

There have been many attempts to try to explain what the pillar of cloud and fire might have been. This is fundamentally conjecture/speculation, and can perhaps distract us from the appreciating the gravity of our need for guidance 24/7!
So what about us today?

Remind ourselves of what we have seen this morning…

From the beginning God taught his people to trust in his guidance and provision at every level, all the time

King David uses the analogy of the Shepherd

Jesus picks this up

What about us?

Says we are to be guided by him – listen to his voice – and follow him – if we do we shall find pasture / abundant life!

Says we will recognise his voice…

10.4 When he has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. 5They will not follow someone else; instead, they will run away from such a person, because they do not know his voice.”
Have you heard his voice? Guiding you? What was the result? 
How do we recognise his voice

Need to read Scripture – lots and lots – to get to know his voice…
In the book of Acts, we see the people of God again and again being guided supernaturally by The Holy Spirit – such as Acts 16.6-10, but in many others as well. 

Questions about Trusting in God for Guidance…
1. In what way was Jesus guided by God the Father – why and how?

2. In what way does Jesus offer to us a model of being guided by God?

3. Jesus said he could do nothing on his own – but looked to the Father to show him. How and why should we do this?

4. If the Exodus demonstrates the formation of God’s people, what lessons can we learn from God’s dealing with them?

5. Why might we find such dependence difficult?

6. How might God guide us today? What is your experience?

7. What might happen (to us, to others, to the mission of the church) if we were open to being guided by God more?







