ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES
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	The Call of Moses.
	Exodus 3.1-16
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General Background.

Often people find OT difficult, boring, cant see what its about.
Read Gen 46-end, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 1 Samuel.

Overview of the context; The transition from being a large group of slaves to becoming a strong and disciplined army of people moving into the promised land. The disciplining effect of wilderness wanderings. God guiding his people through the desert, through the howling wilderness, teaching them every step of the way
The process that took them there. One step forward two steps back one step forward process. Slow and painful
This is the quintessential formative period of the birth of God's people Israel. This illustrates fundamental principles of life in God's Kingdom for all time, worked out in (exciting!) narrative, symbolic form.

Main Sermon points

1. Background to Moses being in desert at Mt Sinai / Horeb looking after sheep…
Moses is the One! His calling…
God’s people in slavery in Egypt c400yrs. Very large pop. Pharaoh decides to kill all male babies at birth. Moses rescued – put in a moses basket! Rescued by pharaoh’s daughter. Brought up as adopted Egyptian son – at court etc. Yet still Hebrew. Great opportunity. But hot headed – kills Egyptian slave master – gets found out – flees to Desert. Marries local priests daughter – shepherd…
2. God gets Moses’ attention using a burning bush – we’ll come back to this later…

3. Calls to Moses by name (cf John 10)
he responds – Yes, here I am!
4. God full of compassion I know all about their sufferings… heard their cry
Purpose – to rescue from slavery & suffering and bring them out to freedom in a spacious land that is rich and fertile – the “promised land”

5. Personal, intimate – yes. But also Holy! 
Don’t come any closer! Take off your shoes! Holy Ground! God of ancestors; Moses covers face
Yet through / with Jesus we can come very close - Cross - but only if we acknowledge he is holy.
V. difficult balance to keep in mind – need to avoid equally dangers of complacency and despair!
Keep eyes on Jesus – a lot… keep close to Jesus…
6. “Now I am sending you!” (v10) Despite his sovereign power, God chooses to work partly through human beings – each of us has a significant part to play in his redemptive purpose – partly within us… partly in the lives of others. 
If Humans refuse to cooperate, God’s plan through them (you) will not come to pass
- he will choose someone else… Don’t you want to be one through whom he works miracles!!!...
7. Moses’ reluctance - feels unworthy – who am I… in other words I am nobody
Looks like he has blown it already – killed an Egyptian… fled from the Pharaoh in fear of his life
After such a promising start to his life – he is now just tending sheep… in the wilderness…
Maybe we feel the same way?
8. God says I will be with you
9. God speaks to us – calls to us today
10. Bridge’s testimony… 

11. Elizabeth Barrett Browning (Poem - Aurora Leigh)
Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God:
But only he who sees, takes off his shoes,
The rest sit round it, and pluck blackberries
Questions for discussion:


1. Why might the wilderness wonderings of God’s people be illustrative of fundamental principles that apply to God’s people today? What was uniquely significant about this period?





2. What general principles do you think that God’s people learnt during the exodus & journey to the promised land?





3. What specific principles about the relationship between God and his people are revealed in the passage today?





4. What are the blessings of taking these lessons to heart and living by them?





5. In what ways have the people God (including us!) retained or forgotten these lessons? What is the evidence for this?





6. What is the poem trying to teach us?














