ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	28/08/11
	If anyone wants to come with me, he must forget self, carry his cross, and follow me.
	Matt 16.21-24


This week and last weeks readings about importance of thinking out of the box… familiar with that phrase? Similar to what is called lateral thinking – ie not along “tramlines”. Christians need to do that all the time. 
In fact be open to fresh inspiration – open to a different source – from God himself. 

For 2 reasons:
a) Open up new ways of seeing (God’s) life differently  

b) stop us repeating same mistakes that people often make  - just like the proverbial Lemming!
Last week: Matt 16.15 
“What about you?” Jesus asked them. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

“Good for you, Simon son of John!” said Jesus. “For this truth did not come to you from any human being, but it was given to you directly by my Father in heaven.

This week very next section – once again featuring Simon Peter – not such good light!:
Matt 16.21 
From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to his disciples, “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer much from the elders, the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. I will be put to death, but three days later I will be raised to life.”

Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “God forbid it, Lord!” he said. “That must never happen to you!”

Jesus turned around and said to Peter, “Get away from me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my way, because these thoughts of yours don’t come from God, but from human nature.”
Peter has no idea. Just can’t imagine how it can be God’s will for Jesus to lay down his life, to suffer and die. True for us too – often can’t see how God could be in that suffering…

But Jesus goes on to say, not only must he walk that path – so must all who wish to follow him – that’s you & me!
Matt 16.24: Then Jesus said to his disciples, 
“If anyone wants to come with me, he must forget self, carry his cross, and follow me. 
For whoever wants to save his own life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
How can we seriously get our heads round that – good life? Abundant life? 

– how we can have a vision for what that means this week?

Change the subject slightly! Loads of babies at St Tims… broody? What one? Are you sure? 
Couple of excerpts from “Preparation for parenthood”…

1. To discover how the nights feel, walk around the living room from 5pm to 10pm carrying a wet bag weighing approximately 8-12Ibs. At 10pm put down the bag, set the alarm for midnight, and go to sleep. Get up at 12 and walk around the living room again, with the bag, until 1 am. Put the alarm on for 3am. As you can't back to sleep, get up at 2am and make a drink. Go to bed at 2:45 am. Get up again at 3am when the alarm goes off. Sing songs in the dark until 4am. Put the alarm on for 5am. Get up. Make breakfast. Keep this up for 5 years. Look cheerful. 

2. Meal time: Hollow out a melon. Make a small hole in the side. Suspend it from the ceiling and swing it from side to side. Now get a bowl of soggy rice crispies and attempt to spoon it into the swaying melon by pretending to be an aeroplane. Continue until half the rice crispies are gone. Eat some yourself in desperation to empty the bowl. Then tip the rest into your lap, making sure that a lot of it falls on the floor. You are now ready to feed a 12-month old baby. 
Having kids surely is madness! What’s in it for me? 

Parenting only for people who have developed a certain maturity of Love!

Love that is “altruistic” totally focussed on the wellbeing of the other – absorbs pain; disregards suffering; works tirelessly with one aim in mind: ( to bring them to achieve full potential of freedom and fulfilment. No matter how long it takes or what it costs. = mature love = selfless. Fulfilled in achieving that vision – seeing other blessed
That is the kind of Love that Jesus has… that is what Jesus came to do for us – expressing love of father
Calls us to do same 

Deny self… take up cross…. Follow him

Peter eventually understood – teaches the church to do the same… particular context

1 Peter 2.18

You servants must submit to your masters and show them complete respect, not only to those who are kind and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 19God will bless you for this, if you endure the pain of undeserved suffering because you are conscious of his will… It was to this that God called you, for Christ himself suffered for you and left you an example, so that you would follow in his steps.

Perhaps one of the greatest expressions of this kind of love has been seen in the light of African-American Christians, who were treated so badly by white people from the early days of the western slave trade, right up to the present day in some areas.  

During the civil rights movement, perhaps the greatest exponent of this kind of Christian love was Martin Luther King Jr..  He passionately believed that love would win the end, and he encouraged his fellow blacks not to retaliate and to seek vengeance, to return evil for evil, but, like Christ, to return good for evil. Here is an extract from one of the sermons he wrote that this period:

To our bitter opponents we say: ‘We shall match your capacity to inflict suffering by our capacity to endure suffering.  We shall meet your physical force with soul force.  Do to us what you will, and we shall continue to love you.... Throw us in jail, and we shall still love you.  Send your hooded perpetrators of violence into our communities at the midnight hour and beat us and leave us half dead, and we shall still love you. But be ye assured that we will wear you down by our capacity to suffer. One day we shall win freedom, but not only for ourselves.  We shall so appeal to your heart and conscience that we shall win you in the process and victory will be a double victory.
How sustain this?
Could be family / friend / neighbour / 

Answer: Look to Jesus -

1 Peter 2 .22

…Jesus committed no sin, and no one ever heard a lie come from his lips. When he was insulted, he did not answer back with an insult; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but placed his hopes in God, the righteous Judge.

Place your hope in God! – he will win in the end! (Barak Obama, African american – 45 years later)






