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	Grasp of Faith
	


Great faith of this woman…

1. …despite daughter being so ill..

2. …Silence of Jesus

3. …Discouragement of Disciples

4. …Jesus says you are not included “I have been sent only to the lost sheep of the people of Israel.”
5. …Jesus says you are not worthy 
What faith – but Jesus seems so unkind and unfair…
Why on earth did Jesus do this to her?!! 

Isaiah 55  

The Lord says,

“Come, everyone who is thirsty — here is water!

Come, you that have no money — buy corn and eat!

Come! Buy wine and milk — it will cost you nothing!

2Why spend money on what does not satisfy?

Why spend your wages and still be hungry?

Listen to me and do what I say,

and you will enjoy the best food of all.

– do you believe this? 

 “My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours,

and my ways are different from yours.

9As high as the heavens are above the earth,

so high are my ways and thoughts above yours.

His ways (and his Life) are different / higher / upside down…
He who tries to save his life will lose it – he who loses his life for me will save it…

First shall be last – last first…

Whoever would become the greatest among you, must become the slave of all…

How easily we become discouraged!? Less enthusiastic / obedient?

Yet the more we can learn to trust him - to follow him – NOT PUT OFF…

… the more we can come to experience this abundant life
Eg Story of Peter – how he came to be disciple, Luke 5.1-11 …
v5 “Master, we worked hard all night long and caught nothing. But if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
They let them down and caught such a large number of fish that the nets were about to break. 

7So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. They came and filled both boats so full of fish that the boats were about to sink. 
Amazing! What a blessing for a fisherman! Came because he trusted Jesus and 

But that is just the start… 2 greater blessings follow:

8When Simon Peter saw what had happened, he fell on his knees before Jesus and said, “Go away from me, Lord! I am a sinful man!”

…Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”

They pulled the boats up on the beach, left everything, and followed Jesus.

Peter’s understanding of Jesus changed for ever

Jesus then sets Peter’s life in a new direction – not just catching lots of fish – but men – growing the K’dom!
As Peter’s faith grows, this enables him to follow Jesus and so experience the abundant life Jesus plans for him

a) Not just harvesting fish – something much better – his life used by God to spread the Kingdom of God

b) Follow Jesus in adventure of faith – day by day

c) getting to know Jesus personally – discovering His power and love 
d) Discovering his LIFE 
( Jesus: I AM the LIFE
The Canaanite women’s faith – resulted in her daughter being made well – great! – but much more than that…
This was a life changing encounter with Jesus – never the same again

Sees Jesus completely different now

Likely she began to follow him – believe more and more in God
· Join with other believers

· her story helping many others to put their trust in Jesus too

· Her relationship with God – now filled with Joy and Hope…

· Her life totally changed – abundant life – adventure of faith
All because of her act of faith despite discouragement…

What about you?!
Jesus invites you to discover more of his life – as you come to him and follow him

“My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours,

and my ways are different from yours.

9As high as the heavens are above the earth,

so high are my ways and thoughts above yours.

Overcome many discouragements - - to discover this life
One advantage over Canaanite woman

Jesus died for us

Keep our eyes on him 

As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses round us. So then, let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with determination the race that lies before us. 2Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross!

…Think of what he went through; how he put up with so much hatred from sinners! So do not let yourselves become discouraged and give up.






