ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	03/07/11
	Why the lighthouse….?
	


What is this church here for?
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St Tim’s is like a LIGHTHOUSE which, through its various ministries, beckons sailors from the stormy seas into safe harbour…  What a welcome sight, the Lighthouse shining in the darkness, and as the ship draws closer to the shore, the warmth of the harbour lights welcoming the ship home!

So we are to be like that, drawing people to the warmth of God's love! Which is why we have adopted the following statement as our vision as we look towards 2015…

Our Vision: To help as many people as possible 

to discover the Love of God for themselves, 

and grow to become enthusiastic followers of Jesus.

OK… But what is there about God’s love that is so important – that people might be attracted and blessed?

Reading today – Romans 7 – “The conflict in man…”
For even though the desire to do good is in me, I am not able to do it. I don’t do the good I want to do… instead, I do the evil that I do not want to do!   

…If I do what I don’t want to do, this means that I am no longer the one who does it; instead, it is the sin that lives in me. (Romans 7.18). …In other words, we are our own worst enemy at times!!
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Why does it matter? Why are we bothered?

Each of us has amazing potential! Made in God’s image. Look around the church to the people around you - each and every one of us made to be like God, to be godlike! Each of us is designed to do great stuff, achieve great stuff. The Bible tells us that we are like runners in a great race, like the race for life being held this morning down in the town centre…
As for us, we have this large crowd of witnesses round us. So then, let us rid ourselves of everything that gets in the way, and of the sin which holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with determination the race that lies 
before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus. Heb 12.1f
It would be very difficult to run a marathon, or any other race with a ball and chain around our ankles! And the Bible is saying that we have things that pull us back from achieving our full potential as people to do all the good that we want to do. The Bible says that it is sin that holds on to us so tightly, holding us back.

This echoes what St Paul says in Romans 7.

What an unhappy man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is dragging me to death?

But despite the discouraging reality that we all experience where we live with regrets and disappointment with our self because of the way that we mess up our potential, St Paul goes on to say something very important…

Who will rescue me from this body that is dragging me to death? Thanks be to God, who does this through our Lord Jesus Christ! Romans 7.24
in John chapter 8, Jesus says “anyone who commits a sin becomes a slave of sin, but if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed”. - He was telling us that he alone has the power to set us free from this “selfish gene” that we have within us, to truly set us free to be ourselves, and to be released to move towards achieving the full potential that in our heart we desire – before it is too late [for this life - and the next…]
There was then a testimony from Leah Rhodes, Confirmed by Bishop Cyril on 12 June, describing how she was aware that she had been held back from pursuing (what she believes to be) her calling as a singer, through fear. Coming back to church, coming back to discovering true faith in Jesus has given her the courage to be herself, courage to take a risk and pursue her dreams. She is now about to begin a specialist course in London, and is very excited at the prospect. Leah said that it was Jesus who had helped her to be set free.
This helps us to understand something of what Jesus wants to offer to all of us, and to our friends and neighbours - to truly set us free to be ourselves; He want to unlock our full potential, and to overcome the selfish Gene within us which constantly trips us up when we want to do something worthwhile, and robs us of other potential in this life, and endangers the possibility of spending eternity with God in the next.

The other reading for today describes how Jesus invites us to come to him to find this abundance of life.

Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke and put it on you, and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit; and you will find rest. For the yoke I will give you is easy, and the load I will put on you is light. Matthew 11.28

This fits in with the baptism of Jasmine that we had this morning. Baptism is about receiving from Jesus

new life, new light, to overcome the darkness within us. It is not just about washing clean, because baptism in the new Testament speaks about going under the water, and dying with Jesus, in order to rise to a new life with Jesus.

He invites us to come to him, but he makes it clear that in order for us to be set free from the inner struggle that each one of us has, we have to take his yoke upon us, so to speak, surrender the management of our lives to him, and follow him along the path that leads to life.
This is indeed a “big ask”! On the surface it would appear that Jesus is asking us to do something that we really do not want to do… to abandon our own attempts to live our life our way, and to live life his way instead. This goes against all our natural instincts, and seems both impossible and unreasonable. What could possibly motivate us to do this?
The other part of our service today is holy communion, and in this we are reminded of the amazing love that Jesus has for us, and the fact that his love is stronger than death itself, but the path to life involves embracing death! Yet we can trust him, because he has already pioneered this path before us, and, as the writer to the Hebrews tells us, we should keep our eyes fixed upon Jesus in order to find the inspiration, and the courage to let go of all the things that hold us back, and of the sin which holds on to us so tightly.

We are also reminded that we are faced with a choice of life or death. If things had not been so desperate, why on earth would Jesus have been willing to die for us, if it was perfectly possible for us to carry on our own sweet way. The willingness of Jesus to die upon the cross shows how seriously he takes the danger that lies before us; before our friends, neighbours and family. If he is willing to put his life on the line in this way for all the people that we love, and, indeed for us, are we not foolish if we choose to ignore the warning that he gives to us regarding them, and the opportunity that he is giving to us to help them come on board before it is too late?
From these two readings we can see why it is important for us as a church to continue to shine for Jesus, and to attract people to the safe harbour of God's love, in order to save them from the storms and from the rocks.

Questions to consider… (related to the St Tims Vision statement 2015 above)
1. In what way have you discovered the Love of God for yourself? What positive difference is this making to your life? 

2. The 2 readings on Sunday speak about 2 specific ways that Jesus makes a difference to our lives. What are they? 
Can you identify with them in your own experience? How have they been true for you? 
3. What does it mean to be an enthusiastic follower of Jesus? Should we all be? What might help us to be more?
4. Why would you want your family, friends, colleagues, neighbours to discover the Love of God for themselves? 
What difference might it make to their lives? (Think about specific individuals if you can.)
5. Should your aim be to help as many of them as possible to discover the Love of God for themselves?
Is it?! (Could that be linked to how enthusiastic we currently are (or not!) about Jesus?)
6. What difference might this make to the way you pray for the people you know?

7. What might you do to help them discover the love of God for themselves? 
8. What might it cost you?
9. Do you have any suggestions as to how St Tim’s could be more effective in doing this?
10. How might you help?






