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Gifts and ministries day. Next week. 

There are some jobs that need doing.

Examples of jobs.

From a distance, these look like the practical function of any club.

From outside that’s what they must look like. 

From inside, you might still see them as that, 

unless you look at scripture 

and the nature of the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the nature of church 

– what church was for and what it is at its best

What a church is meant to be like.

What I always insist – and not everyone seems to agree with me – 

is that the primary function of a church is to worship God.

There’s a lot of talk about outreach. About supporting charities. 

About feeding the hungry, caring for the sick,

providing shelter for the homeless. 

Making a difference in our communities. 

And  sometimes using these activities to spread our faith to others. 

To some who observe the church cynically from the outside,

this is regarded as manipulative, as taking advantage of vulnerable. 

I have heard it called Bible bashing. 

I have also heard it called ramming the bible down people’s throats.

And actually, there’s a danger that this can be true. 

Feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, 

providing shelter for the homeless is just social work 

when it isn’t rooted and grounded in a relationship with God. 

Worse, it’s social work with a hidden agenda. 

It’s scalp collecting for Christ. No, not even for Christ.

It’s scalp collecting for the Church. It’s putting bottoms on seats. 

This is so back to front. If that’s our understanding of church, 

we have so put the cart before the horse.

Jesus said when we saw the least important of his children hungry 

and fed them, or thirsty and give them a drink 

or a stranger and gave them shelter we did it for him. 

So there is an absolute requirement that we are light to the world. 

We do no good hiding our light under a bowl, 

or keeping our knowledge of God to ourselves 

behind the closed doors of a church. 

As someone once wittily remarked, Christians are like manure: 

spread on the earth they can do a lot of good, 

but just piled in one corner all they do is stink. 

But our good works are the product of our relationship with God. They will never lead to a relationship with God. 

Good works don’t make us Christians. 

They don’t score us points, winning favour with God. 

They don’t get us into heaven. Get the relationship with God right, 

and the good works will flow naturally, 

as a consequence of that relationship. 

Jesus was so concerned that we care for the sick, and the homeless and the hungry because it is a symptom of our relationship with God. 

The poor will always be with us, he said, 

but the fact that we can’t help caring about them 

is a sign that we are children of God, not just do-gooders. 

And when we are so close to God, others will notice that, 

and wonder what makes us different, and want to understand more 

about this God who means so much to us. 

Yes, our first priority is to worship God. 

To find ways of learning more about him. 

To spend time in his presence. To speak with him, and listen to him. 

And to do anything we can to foster that worship for others. 

Church needs to provide for worship, and for teaching each other. 

So that we do what we can to remove obstacles 

in the way of people getting to know God. 

To help them into a place where God is accessible to them. 

At its best, church welcomes people in,

it makes them comfy and at ease, it breaks down barriers, 

it removes discomfort, it works towards enlightenment, 

it facilitates worship.

And the amazing thing is, 

God has given us all everything we need to be able to do just that. The gifts of the Holy Spirit 

are individually tailored qualities and functions 

to enable his church to work as one body, one family, to his glory; 

achieving all that he asks us to achieve. 

We may wonder what we have got to offer, 

but when God designed his church he knew what he was doing.

Bishop Cyril, a couple of weeks ago, referred to the unlikely lads who formed Jesus’ action team. 

He described how all of them were flawed …
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Dear Sir: 
Thank you for submitting the CVs of the twelve men you have picked for managerial positions in your new organisation. All of them have now taken our tests; and we have arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. The test profiles are included in our report, and you will want to study each of them carefully. As part of our service, we also make some general comments for your guidance. 


It is our opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in experience, education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capability. Particularly, we would like to bring to your attention the following: 

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no qualities of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale. We feel it is our duty to tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Jerusalem Business Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. 


One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. 


We wish you every success in your new venture. 
Sincerely,

Jordan Management Consultants
No better than any of us here. Which gives us a lot of hope. 

If God can achieve so much with them – 

the spreading of his word all around the world – 

then how much can he also use us. 

It didn’t depend on their qualities. All it depended on 

was their willingness to offer what they had, 

and God provided anything they lacked. 

Popular theme for stories and especially films, 

Unlikely alliance between people who may have little in common, 

people you might not expect to find in the same room together, 

but they have one thing that unites them.
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Could have picked the dirty dozen. I thought about it. 

Wasn’t sure if it was an appropriate analogy. 

Characters, diverse

But the story depends on the whole body, 

not just on some of its features, but on every cell, 

on every muscle fibre, and every capillary

that connects one part of the body to another. 

There are very few parts that are just there to fill the space. 

All on them depend on each other, 

and ensure the unity and function of the whole. 

Indeed, without that unity, vital functions cease.

Our Gospel reading was part of Jesus prayer to his Father 

before he took the irreversible steps that would lead to his death. 

His prayer was for his disciples: “that they may be one, just as you and I are one in order that the world may know that you sent me and that you love them as you love me.” 

It is in unity that we glorify God and draw close to him. 

It is in unity that God is most clearly glorified and visible to the world.   
The church was God’s idea. 

We are Christ’s body, now that he has ascended.

We are his hands, his voice, his light. 

We can’t do this as individuals. We have to do it as a family. 

Some things about being a Christian are hard and very confusing. 

Some things about following Jesus are very tough going, 

and we need to know that when we are weak 

someone will be strong for us.  

In a few minutes, we will be saying the creed together. 

There are some tough statements in it. 

Even the simplest creeds, when you unpack them, are deep. 

If we claim to believe everything that we say we believe in the creed,

we’re either having a good day today, 

or we haven’t really understood what we’re saying. 

And God knows this. That’s why he gave us each other. 

So that I can say I can’t do this alone God, but I stand with my family, 

and together we can do this. 

If I can’t manage that bit, someone will help me, or believe it for me.

Our epistle reading, from Ephesians, finished with the words: “Submit yrselves to one another because of yr reverence for Christ”

It is one of the many “one-anothers” that you can find it the bible. Depending on translation, there are something like 42 of them. 

Obviously the concept of one-another is critical for the church

"Be at peace with each other" (Mk. 9:50)
"Love one another" (John 13:34, & 12 other references)
"Honour one another above yourselves" (Rom. 12:10)
"Live in harmony with one another" (Rom. 12:10)
"Instruct one another" (Rom. 15:14)
"Accept one another, as Christ accepted you" (Rom. 15:17)
"Carry each other's burdens" (Gal. 6:2)
"Be patient, bearing with one another in love" (Eph. 4:2)
"Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs" (Eph. 5:19)
"Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ" (Eph.5:21)
"In humility, consider others better than yourselves" (Phil. 2:3)
"Forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another" (Col. 3:16)
"Admonish one another" (Col. 3:16)
"Encourage one another" (1 Thess. 4:18, and 5:11)
"Spur one another on to love and good deeds" (Heb. 10:24)
"Don't grumble against each other" (Js. 5:9)
"Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling" (1Pet. 4:9)
"Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others" (1 Pet. 4:10)

The Ephesians reading stressed how, as we grow in our relationship with God we cease to be individuals on the outside looking in. 

We become part of the body of Christ, 

part of his presence in the world, shedding his light.  

you once belonged to darkness, but now you are the light 

of the world. You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, a people belonging to God. 

It’s not just a change in the things you do. It’s a brand new identity. 

Reflecting not our own goodness or our own qualities, but his.

How can we be part of the body of Christ, and do what pleases God?

We need to everything we can to get to know him, 

and to help others to do the same. 

The implications of the Ephesians reading are  

that you need to find out what pleases God. 

Search it out. And do it.

This coming week we are thinking about our gifts and our ministries, 

and our membership of God’s church here at St Timothy’s.

Put a lot of prayer into it.

Weekend of prayer. Church open night and day from Friday night 

to Sunday morning. Close to God. Discern his will.

We certainly need people to be willing to offer themselves to God. He will give us the gifts that we need to grow his church 

and to shine as a light to the world beyond our doors. 

With many people this will giving more than they have given before. Worship must be the best that we can give, 

and we don’t glorify God when we cannot pay our bills, 

or when there’s no-one to lead the prayers or teach the children.

But if the purpose of Church is to develop our relationship with God, it’s also just possible that you might need to stop doing something 

that is getting in the way of meeting God in worship here. 

It might mean that you don’t do more, but you do different; or even do less. Next Sunday after lots of opportunity for prayer, 

will be looking at how our gifts and ministries can glorify God, 

and build his church, including ourselves.

