ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	05/06/11
	
	


I have come that you might have life  etc – do you believe it?!
Do you experience that? Would you like to? How…?

Jesus – everything upside down – be prepared / open to think differently - 
Upside down - - Alton towers rides etc
Safe – scared – But scary good / not scary bad! Love to be mentally scared but physically secure at same time…
[difference between scary good and scary bad – how much you trust the security harness / hands that hold you!

In fairground rides have to dare to trust – and keep trusting – to scarier the better!
Not all the time – but at least part of the time… Start with smaller rides, and graduate to the bigger ones! 

But even better than that is when the straps that hold you safe are the arms of someone who loves you.

E.g. these pictures of a child being thrown in the air by her father. Notice the joy in the face of that child…

This game of trust is a wonderful game - most children thoroughly enjoy- until they get too big!

The relationship that Jesus wants with us is along the same lines.

He calls us to come to him to find life, but he calls us to follow him and obey him, and allow our lives to become like his.

In the reading from Luke, the 72 disciples come back with great joy – they've seen amazing things happen!

But that only happened because they obeyed the command of Jesus to go out and do something daring, trusting in him for everything…

And even he tells them that their greatest joy of all should be that they are safe in God's hands, their names are written in heaven. That is their ultimate security and the source of greatest joy and peace. Nothing can stop God's blessing showering upon them. They are safe in the father's hands.

This idea of trusting God for everything is not something which is new from the time of Jesus. We all remember the great story of the Exodus, the journey of the people of Israel from slavery any chipped into the promised land. It's that great story that we celebrate the at Passover here at St Tims. 
But during the 40 years when they wandered in the wilderness around Sinai, God wanted to teach them to trust him completely for everything, for food, drink, clothing, protection from the raging storms, and from various enemies. God's plan was that his people would trust him just like children trust in the provision of their parents.

The idea behind that was that then God could enable them to do amazing things, because they trusted completely in him. They could overcome the powerful armies of Canaan, but they could also trust God and be generous to the poor and the widow, and they could also trust God and give sacrificially to build the most glorious temple the world had ever known to glorify God's holy name. They could do this, because they trusted that God would look after them if they did that.

The basic principle that God is wanting to teach them is enshrined in the teaching of Jesus in Luke 6.38:

“Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed, you will receive a full measure, a generous helping, poured into your hands—all that you can hold. The measure you use for others is the one that God will use for you.”
This is the true purpose of faith. Trusting in God so that we can afford to be generous - with our time, talents, money, homes and possessions - with our whole lives!
To encourage us to learn to live this way, God had from the outset written laws that pointed in this direction. In the Old Testament the was the law of the tithes: There were many laws in the OT which instructed people to give the first 10th of all that God had provided back to him. The firstborn cattle, the first of the harvest produce, and 10% of all their income. This was to be given to God, to provide to the Temple. It was based on the trust that God would provide for them, and make up the loss, by blessing their crops, and protecting them from all kinds of diseases etc.

Give to God first and he will look after you. Just like Jesus said in the NT: Seek first the kingdom of God and everything that you need will be provided for you. Give to others and God will give to you… etc.
It's all a question of trust! And if the people of God trust him, and take him at his word, then they will continue to live generous lives where everybody gets looked after, and God’s temple is well provided for, so that his name is glorified

Of course there were many occasions when God's people pulled back from trusting him, and the result was always a loss of blessing, a loss of joy,

There is one particular passage in which God complains to his people that they have stopped trusting in him, and refused to be generous. This is the passage of Malachi:

Mal 3.6-12 
“I am the Lord, and I do not change. And so you, the descendants of Jacob, are not yet completely lost. 7You, like your ancestors before you, have turned away from my laws and have not kept them. Turn back to me, and I will turn to you. 
But you ask, ‘What must we do to turn back to you?’ 
8I ask you, is it right for a person to cheat God? 

Of course not, yet you are cheating me. 
‘How?’ you ask. 
In the matter of tithes and offerings. 9A curse is on all of you because the whole nation is cheating me. 
Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will be plenty of food there. 

PUT ME TO THE TEST and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things. 11I will not let insects destroy your crops, and your grapevines will be loaded with grapes. 12Then the people of all nations will call you happy, because your land will be a good place to live in.
God expects his people to put him first, and bring the tithes, 10% of their income to the Temple, is an expression of their trust in him, and their desire to see God glorified.

Again he says that if they do this, if they put him to the test, they will see that he does amply provide.

It is simply another expression of the basic principle that God calls us to trust in him completely so that we can afford to live generously beyond our means, safe in the knowledge that he will look after us if we do.

Jesus said that he came that we might have abundant life, but that experience of life, and his joy can only happen as we come to him and follow him, and learn to live his way.

It is much more fun to live a generous life, and to see amazing things happen as we put our trust in God. We have already seen small example of this in our building project here at St Tims. But that is just the beginning! There are so much he wants us to do to build this temple, not of bricks and mortar, but a large community of God's people teeming with life.
Would you help us to build this temple here at St Tims? Would you put your trust in God, trust that he will provide and learn to live more generously? We need your time, we need your talents, but we also need your money! If we want St Tims to be a strong church we need to ensure that all the bills are paid, and all the plans for mission are well provided for! On the last Sunday of this month we will be having a special offering Sunday, in which we are given the opportunity to pledge our time talents and money for the work of building up this church and its mission to the glory of God.
Next Sunday we will be handing out information about the financial needs of the church, but the key thing is not so much what we need, but how much are you prepared to give. The OT standard was 10%. We don't want to live by laws, today we want to be led by the Holy Spirit. But the key thing is to understand that the more we give, trusting in God, the more we will receive. Upside down!
Perhaps each one of us could ask God to help us to make a step change! Only as we keep our eyes on Jesus!






