ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	29/05/11
	As Living Stones, let yourselves be used…
	Luke 10.1-9, 17-20; 1 Pet 2.1-10


1 Peter 2.5,9

Come as living stones, and let yourselves be used in building the spiritual temple… you are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God, who called you out of darkness into his own marvellous light… (to be salt and light in the world)

Baptism – becoming part of the Body of Christ…entering into life and work of Jesus, his mission
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 

against sin, the world and the devil, 

and remain faithful to Christ 

to the end of your life… 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 
How Jesus saw his mission… 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind;

to set free the oppressed

and announce that the time has come

when the Lord will save his people.
What part do you and I as individuals play in being instruments of Jesus, instruments of liberation?
FREEDOM… is a great theme that has inspired great speeches throughout the years…

We can learn from them…

Barak Obama inauguration speech Jan 20th, 2009 Central theme, “New birth of freedom…” 
echoing the Gettysburg address of Abraham Lincoln… 

“… that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom 

— and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

But same date, 38 years before, Jan 20th, 1961, John F Kennedy inauguration speech. 
Commitment to fighting for freedom not just in the USA but across the whole world…
1961 time of Huge challenges huge opportunities…

Tensions between East and west, Cold war 
growing tensions between north and south - Emerging independent nations. democracies - Poverty

Threat of communism…

Commitment to fight for liberty…

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

(Concluding section…)

“Now the trumpet summons us again - not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need; not as a call to battle, though embattled we are - but a call to bear the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation" - a struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease, and war itself. 

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsibility - I welcome it…

The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavour will light our country and all who serve it -- and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 
And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country. 
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man. 
Finally, let us go forth… asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own.
WHAT A GREAT VISION…
Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival and the success of liberty…
The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavour will light our country and all who serve it -- and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. 
But this vision needs people for it to become a reality…

Thus JFK says…
And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can do for your country. 
My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what together we can do for the freedom of man.
Finally, let us go forth… knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own… asking His blessing and His help

If we are baptised we share in the work of Christ…

let us go forth… knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own… asking His blessing and His help

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind;

to set free the oppressed

and announce that the time has come

when the Lord will save his people.

GREAT VISION! This vision also needs people for it to become a reality…
“And so, my fellow Christians: ask not what your Church can do for you - ask what you can do for your Church.

Ask… what together we can do for the freedom of man.”

Why do I need to be part of the church to do this?

1 Peter 2.5,9

Come as living stones, and let yourselves be used in building the spiritual temple… 
you are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s own people, 
chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God, 
who called you out of darkness into his own marvellous light… (to be salt and light in the world)
St Tim’s Vision 2015:

We aim to help as many people as possible

discover the Love of God for themselves

and grow to become enthusiastic followers of Jesus

Great vision! This vision also needs people for it to become a reality…

Time, Talents, Money, and…

rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;
…PRAYER

10 days – June 19

“And so, my fellow Christians: ask not what your Church can do for you - ask what you can do for your Church.

Ask… what together we can do for the freedom of man.”







