ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	06/02/11
	We cannot but speak of what we have seen & heard
	Mt 5.13-20ff 1 Cor 2.1-12


THE MAIN THING IS TO KEEP
THE MAIN THING THE MAIN THING
So what are we here for? What is our purpose in life? Mustn't forget this!

Maybe we might think that our purposes in life is to be a good father or a good mother, be a good friend, to provide for our family, get a good degree, our career, keep fit and healthy, or any number of other goals.
These are all important goals and purposes the but are they the fundamental one?

Our fundamental purpose relates to what we were made for. Like this knife, which is made to cut things! That is its sole purpose. It can be used as a screwdriver, to bash things like a hammer, it can be used to clean your fingernails and any number of other things. It can be there to look pretty! But its primary purpose is to cut things.

What then is our primary purpose? We were made by God, for God the Bible tells us.

And here in this passage Jesus tells us our purpose in life. This passage is of course the famous sermon on the mount, where in Matthew's Gospel, we see a map laid out before us about what it means to be members of the kingdom of God, how we should live our lives.

So immediately after a list of blessings that God's people can enjoy in his kingdom, Jesus then goes on to say what we are here for, what is our primary purpose in life.
Mt 5.13 

“You are like salt for the whole human race. But if salt loses its saltiness, there is no way to make it salty again. It has become worthless, so it is thrown out and people trample on it.

“You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead he puts it on the lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house. In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and give glory to your Father in heaven.

This fits in with the readings and sermon that we had two weeks ago in which we saw that our primary purpose in life is to be On His Majesty's Service, OHMS! And in his service, our calling is to share with him in the work of bringing light to those who live in darkness! So the readings set for this year are all linked together.

We are here to glorify God. We are here to encourage people think that God is good, all loving and all-powerful!

Most people out there don't believe that! If people have faith that all, it is a very low ebb, certainly they do not have enough faith in God's goodness and power to completely trust their lives into his hands.

And this fits in with our vision statement:

To help as many people as possible 
to discover the love of God for themselves 
and grow to become enthusiastic followers of Jesus.
Our main purpose in life, as a child of God, and as a church here in Crookes, is to persuade them that God is good, and help them to come back to him!

Remember what we said at the beginning: The main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.

It is very important that this prime purpose is not swallowed up by all the other secondary purposes that we might have!
So that is our main purpose! We are to be ambassadors for God, representatives, we are to be if you like salespersons, trying to persuade other people do believe in the goodness of God, and to persuade them to believe in him like we do. To invest their whole life into his hands, to turn their life around, and make Jesus number one. That is not going to be an easy task!

What is the first qualification for us to be able to do this? 
The more we believe in the product the more we will be able to sell it as effectively

my iPhone - very enthusiastic about it! And all the difference things it can do, the so-called apps!

Often trying to persuade people that this might be a good investment them!

I would be a good salesperson for Apple! Because I am so very enthusiastic about the product,

In fact there is one application on this that is so brilliant (Dragon Dictate) that I'm going to make a video of myself using it and then upload it on to YouTube, to try and persuade my clergy colleagues to use it as well!

The more enthusiastic about something we are, the more likely we are to persuade others to believe in the product and for it to change their lives.

How enthusiastic does God want us to be about our friendship with him? 

Reflect on this from 1 Cor 2.9:
What no eye has seen, No ear heard, Nor heart imagined, 

Is the very thing that God has prepared for those who love him

Like a fibre-optic display lamp, whose sparkly fibre ends find their light source in the central bulb, the Bible tells us that God is love, so any experience of love we have experienced, finds its origin in God. Seeing God face-to-face would be an experience of seeing a kaleidoscope of all the love experiences that we have ever had rolled into one! So the more we get to see him and know him, the more we will begin to have flashes of so greater joy that it will completely eclipse the temporary, and transitory joys that we have in this life. Just as a candle shines brightly in the night, but when the dawn comes and the Sun gains strength, the candle seems to be very pale by comparison, and it's light virtually impossible to see. Ecstatic joy!

No wonder Paul speaks about what God has prepared for us as being completely beyond our imagination. 

As we begin to experience the reality of the joy of knowing God in this way, this becomes so important to us, so wonderful, that we will be a keen to tell other people about it, just as I want to get on you Tube and tell people about Dragon … But much much more!

Are you beginning to experience glimpses of this kind of joy of the Lord? Is Jesus becoming more exciting to you than anything that the world has to offer, human or material?

If that is the case, then you will become naturally a great ambassador for the Lord Jesus, encouraging people to taste and see that the Lord is good simply because you are so enthusiastic, they will want to try it out!

But not obvious! – easily missed! We can easily miss out… In one Corinthians 2, St Paul also says
The wisdom I proclaim is God’s hidden wisdom, 

which he had already chosen for our glory even before the world was made.

If it is hidden, or what is the key to unlock this secret? Key = “…those who love him”. Often we don’t!!! Feel sorry for ourselves… [image: image1.png]Prayer of Richard of

Ele Edt Vew Insert Format Tooks Table Window Help

B vset v 12 - o0%e @ <F Nomsl < B

/-A-O-BBHER TR

5 O Y R TN T SR S R R IR TR ETpr Pt e 5
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of Richard of Chichester:
A Thanks be fo you, Lord Jesus Christ,
So—
o for all the benefits which you have won for us,
[13) for all the pains and insults you have borme for us.
Q © most merciful Redeemer, Fiend, and Brother,

c may we

o® see youmore clearly,
v love you more dearly, and
O% follow you more nearly,
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doubt his love for us… hold back from wholehearted obedience How can we come to love him more - and so come to know the joy of that love too?
NB what St Paul says in the same passage…1 Cor 2.1,2
When I came to you, my brothers and sisters, to preach God’s secret truth, I did not use big words and great learning. 2For while I was with you, I made up my mind to forget everything except Jesus Christ and especially his death on the cross.
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Like last week – the Cross is the key – key to believing in God’s love for us.

Inspiring such love for him 

- when we think what he has done for us while we were yet sinners!

Inspiring us to trust him and follow him, obey him faithfully, even when it is costly!

( As we follow closely, experiencing more & more the (joyful) life of God for ourselves

Once again we see a familiar pattern, centred around keeping our eyes closely fixed upon Jesus; and as we are inspired by him, we find ourselves wanting to follow him more closely, and as we do that, he reveals himself to us, (as he promises to do so in John 14.21) so that we see him even more clearly. 
An upward, ‘virtuous spiral’ of growing friendship with God, growing joy in experiencing him and all the blessings that come in his service.

If we are to be salt and light, as our primary purpose for God in this world (until he calls us to be with him in heaven), then the key to being a better ambassador, a better witness to the love of God, encouraging others to believe in him, is to deepen our own experience of that love , day by day. By doing that, we will find that we say with St Peter (when told by the Sanhedrin to keep quiet about Jesus)… 
"We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard!" 

Acts chapter 4
SOME QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION – DON’T ATTEMPT THEM ALL!!!
· What would you say is your primary purpose in life? What do you think others might say about you?

· How does that match what Jesus teaches in Mt 5.16? Is that only true for vicars?!

· Why is it important that Christians are salt and light in the world today?

· In what way can we be salt and light?


· To help others believe in God’s love for them, do you think it helps if you believe it yourself? 
Do you? Really?!!

· What do you understand by the phrase…

What no eye has seen, No ear heard, Nor heart imagined, 

Is the very thing that God has prepared for those who love him

· Have you come to experience glimpses of this yourself? When ? How?!
· How might we come to experience unspeakable joy more? (cp 1 Peter 1.8)

· Forget everything except Jesus Christ and his death on the cross…
what does Paul mean by this, and why is it important / relevant here?

· How might this be the key to our discovering more of the love of God for ourselves?

· Do you find the Richard of Chichester prayer circle helpful?
· How might your group help us to help others to discover God’s love for themselves?
Forget everything except Jesus Christ 


and especially his Death on the Cross.





Forget everything except Jesus Christ 


and especially his Death on the Cross.





Key section!








