ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	07/11/10
	HOSPITALITY
	Gen 18.1-8; Luke 14.1-12-14


Looking at key principles after Pentecost that helped the church to grow strong in the Spirit – and in numbers!

All the believers continued together in close fellowship and shared their belongings with one another. 45They would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to what each one needed. 46Day after day they met as a group in the Temple, and they had their [fellowship?] meals together in their homes, eating with glad and humble hearts…  Acts 2.44f
Met in each others homes to have fellowship (possibly a reference to Holy Communion but the phrase breaking bread was used for middle eastern hospitality of the day – you didn’t cut bread. Our word “companion” has the same root – meaning someone we share bread with (pane).
A very large number of the 3000, if not the majority, converted that day (following the preaching of Peter at Pentecost) would not have been residents of Jerusalem. Needed accommodation etc…
In Jerusalem for the Festival of Pentecost of Shavuot / Feast of [7] weeks (50 days after the Passover). Shavuot is one of the three pilgrimage feasts when all Jewish males were required to appear before the Lord in Jerusalem. They stayed longer to learn from the apostles – needed a huge change… stayed on for a considerable period of time – viz.  v45: They would sell their property and possessions, and distribute the money among all, according to what each one needed.
Huge commitment by the host families to support incomers.
Offering a home, friendship, material support, time – welcome port in a storm!
Vitally important for us today…
Incomers today in Crookes – viz banner! – move into area – 

You see them - Newcomers to church – moved from different area. Many come to St Tims over last few years
New-comers in church – don’t know them? 

Some needing to find new church, Some wanting to find out more about Christian faith – church – Jesus

Need friendship, Hospitality, support, Fellowship, encouragement  - AND OUR TIME
Think of all the people who have started coming / been for a while – scary for us? – more scary for them!!!

If not your friends – whose friends are they?!!!

Many new ones – came for a  while – tried us out - not stayed. 

Stat: People seeking a church – come for a while. But If not find friends within 3 months – leave!
But surely we are a welcoming Church? Coffee and Chat! Fellowship groups!

But FRIENDSHIP? Homes? Hospitality?

We tend to invite our own circle of friends round for meals / walks / theatre / pub visits etc?
What did Jesus say 

Luke 14.12-14

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your rich neighbours—for they will invite you back, and in this way you will be paid for what you did. 
When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; and you will be blessed, because they are not able to pay you back. God will repay you on the day the good people rise from death.”
Not just poor and the crippled, the lame, and the blind!!! – those in need…

Esp foreigner people – double vulnerability.
Fine to have own friends round of course!!! But try spreading the net a bit wider!!!

1. Look around – invite people for meals / pub

2. Sign up…
Hospitality Sunday – 28th November
Foreign student at Christmas – church family students + Uni
But does this seem to be yet another challenging sermon from Phil?!
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Well inevitably as we look at trying to take on board the principles that we see revealed in Scripture about how to become a stronger church, more expressive of the Grace of God, and the values of the Kingdom of God, this will inevitably be stretching us! But the key thing is to understand at the same time how we can adjust to this incrementally, gradually, in a way that does not overstretch us!
In order to help us think about this, I want to refer to perhaps the most famous piece of Russian art, called Rublev’s  Icon. Painted by the Russian artist in the early 1400's.
This relates to the story that we had read as our old Testament reading today, from Genesis 18. This is the story about how Abraham was visited by three ‘men’, and how Abraham expressed a wonderful Middle Eastern hospitality towards them! As we look at the detail of the story we see that when they arrived, they weren't just given a cold meat sandwich… Abraham ordered that bread be baked, and a land chosen from the flock and cooked and presented to his guests! How wonderful such a laid-back approach to hospitality!

The connection with this painting, is that the Russian artist was trying to communicate something very significant about the meeting between Abraham and these three men.

On the outset it appears a simple story of Abraham offering them hospitality. But actually these three men turned out to be some kind of human manifestation of God himself, as the dialogue makes clear. And so in the picture Rublev portrays the three men as in fact ‘angelic’ beings, with identical faces, each carrying a staff, but also each bearing wings. From left to right in the portrait is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

In the centre of the picture is the table upon which it is a chalice containing the roasted lamb. The way the figures are arranged around a table is to portray an open circle, which is only completed when we joined them.

Therefore in fact what appears to be an offer of hospitality from Abraham to the three men, is transforming into an invitation of hospitality by God towards Abraham. Abraham is invited to enter into a conversation with a three men, firstly about the promise of his forthcoming child, and then as the conversation continues, a discussion about the future destiny of Sodom and Gomorrah.

The basic spiritual truths communicated by this icon is that the Trinity is portrayed as an open circle, and there is an invitation for us to join them to become part of their friendship circle, part of their Fellowship, part of their Family, in fact in invited into their home to live with them forever - as Jesus tells us in John 14, where he tells us he is going to prepare a room for us in his Father's mansion.

Of course we don't deserve any of this; we are strangers, fallen and frail human beings who must be very boring and unpleasant to God. Yet we are nevertheless invited into such an intimate and close relationship with God himself, and we see that the cost of this has been paid for by the death of the Lamb of God upon the cross.


We are invited to become part of their fellowship in order that we should become transformed to become like them, and that we therefore should learn to manifest the same kind of generosity and hospitality -- opening our circle of friends, our homes, our lives to people who are strangers to us. We love because he first loved us (1 John 4.19)
Again as we meditate upon all that God has done for us, and meditate upon the intrinsic generosity and hospitality of his character and personality, we can see his invitation to learn to share with him in this same act of grace towards others.

Questions to get you started…
· Is there a greater need for us to offer hospitality to “Strangers” today? 

· Have you ever been a ‘stranger’ - in need of friendship / hospitality yourself? Why? What did it feel like?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of our “Welcome” at St Tims? What would Jesus say?

· Why is it so difficult for us to open up our circle of friends / homes to strangers? 

· How can we learn / find grace from God to become more like Jesus – his life and teaching - in this matter?
· What aspects of the personality of God strike you as you reflect on this Icon? How might we respond?

