St TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	29/08/10
	Choose which way to life…
	Heb 13.1-8,15,16; Luke 14.1,7-14


	Try to put today’s readings in perspective…

	RECURRING QUESTION – Since Garden of Eden – 
In the Bible, in the History of the world, in the circumstances of YOUR life:

Which is the path to the Best in life – God’s way OR man’s way?

	Should be no brainer…God so generous to A & E

Cross – Rom 5 / Rom 8.31 / I have come that you might have life 

	BUT Why so difficult to understand / why struggle to believe? Many reasons, but one…

	Is 55 His ways higher / 

	Prov 3.5ff 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Never rely on what you think you know. 
6Remember the Lord in everything you do, and he will show you the right way. 
Never let yourself think that you are wiser than you are; simply obey the Lord and refuse to do wrong. 
8If you do, it will be like good medicine, healing your wounds and easing your pains. 
9Honour the Lord by making him an offering from the best of all that your land produces. 
10If you do, your barns will be filled with grain, 
and you will have too much wine to be able to store it all.
( Jesus teaching = equally Upside down – hard to adjust to (lifetime?) … not common sense!

	Summary of today’s “lesson”: 

He who tries to gain (grab) his own life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for my sake will gain it… (Mt 10.39) 

Let go and let God…

	But we tend to try to GRAB at life!!!

	Pride
	Sit at bottom - 
	Want to be recognised
Want the credit

Want to be admired
	He who humbles himself 
(Phil 2.1-11) 

Song of Mary 

He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away with empty hands.

	Generosity
	Invite the poor

Remember to welcome strangers
	Keep things / people away who will drain us!
	14.13

When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind; 14and you will be blessed, because they are not able to pay you back. God will repay you on the day the good people rise from death.”
Luke 4.38

Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

	Emotions
	Remember those in prison as if…

Remember those suffering as if…
	Fear of being emotionally drained
	Open your heart – feel the emotional pain

Dare to risk the consequences…

	Relation-ships
	Faithful in marriage
	
	Not self centred there either

	Dependence on Money
	`Eyes free of love of money
	
	You can’t out-give God!

	( Jesus the same yesterday, etc


