ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	31/01/10
	Jesus our Brother (Presentation of Christ)
	Luke 2.22-40, Heb 2.14-end, Mal 3.15


Temple story – 2 parts 
1. Their arrival at the temple and The reason they came 

2. The prophesies given by 2 holy people – Simeon and Anna

There are 2 Lectionary readings to help us understand – Heb 2(read) and Prophet Malachi (read in a moment)

Heb 2.14
Since the children, as he calls them, are people of flesh and blood, Jesus himself became like them and shared their human nature.

Why?

He did this so that through his death he might destroy the Devil, who has the power over death, 15and in this way set free those who were slaves all their lives because of their fear of death.

But why?...

V17: he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every way, in order to be their faithful and merciful High Priest in his service to God, so that the people’s sins would be forgiven.

But why?

Can’t wave a magic wand to sort out our problems – take away our free will. Cant do it from outside
But mess is so bad we can’t help our selves

So he enters into our world – so he can sort out all our problems from the inside – high priest
Selecting Hebrews helps us to understand something of what this event means
Jesus being completely human – one of us – God with us

Love of God in being willing to become involved with our struggles – not from outside

More…

18And now he can help those who are tempted, because he himself was tempted and suffered.

Comes alongside us in grace and compassion – understands the pressure we feel – paraclete/comforter – Holy Spirit

2nd part of story – Prophets – Simeon and Anna

28Simeon took the child in his arms and gave thanks to God:

29
“Now, Lord, you have kept your promise,

and you may let your servant go in peace.

30
With my own eyes I have seen your salvation,

31
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples:


A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles

and bring glory to your people Israel.”

Show that the coming of Jesus to the temple was a fulfillment – see Malachi 3.1

The Lord Almighty answers, “I will send my messenger to prepare the way for me. Then the Lord you are looking for will suddenly come to his Temple. The messenger you long to see will come and proclaim my covenant.”

But not all good news!

Simeon also said…

34Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, “This child is chosen by God for the destruction and the salvation of many in Israel. He will be a sign from God which many people will speak against 35and so reveal their secret thoughts. And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your own heart.”

Why ?

He comes to judge…

But who will be able to endure the day when he comes? Who will be able to survive when he appears? He will be like strong soap, like a fire that refines metal. 3He will come to judge like one who refines and purifies silver.
As a metalworker refines silver and gold, so the Lord’s messenger will purify the priests, so that they will bring to the Lord the right kind of offerings…
4Then the offerings which the people of Judah and Jerusalem bring to the Lord will be pleasing to him, as they used to be in the past.

 Malachi 3:3 says: 
         "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver." 

       This verse puzzled some women in a Bible study and 

       they wondered what this statement meant about the 

       character and nature of God. 

       One of the women offered to find out the process of 

       refining silver and get back to the group at the 

       next Bible Study. 

       That week, the woman called a silversmith and made 

       an appointment to watch him at work. She didn't 

       mention anything about the reason for her interest 

       beyond her curiosity about the process of refining 

       silver. 

       As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of 

       silver over the fire and let it heat up. He 

       explained that in refining silver, one needed to 

       hold the silver in the middle of the fire where the 

       flames were hottest as to burn away all the 

       impurities. 

       The woman thought about God holding us in such a hot 

       spot then she thought again about the verse that 

       says: "He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver." 

       She asked the silversmith if it was true that he had 

       to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the 

       silver was being refined. The man answered that yes, 

       he not only had to sit there holding the silver, but 

       he had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire 

       time it was in the fire. 

       If the silver was left a moment too long in the 

       flames, it would be destroyed. 

       The woman was silent for a moment. Then she asked 

       the silversmith, "How do you know when the silver is 

       fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, 

       that's easy -- when I see my image in it."
