ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH ----- SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES  ----- also at StTims.org.uk
	DATE
	SUBJECT     
	TEXTS      

	03/01/10
	Good News for All
	Mt 2.1-12; Eph 3.1-12; Eph 1 & 2


Epiphany (Mt 2.1-12) is about the story of the visit of the wise men to Jesus soon after he is born.
What is the significance of this for us today? Various possibilities – but in this year’s readings (Year C), the visit is linked to Eph 3.1-12. Here Paul celebrates the fact that through the coming of Jesus, God reveals a secret hitherto hidden from mankind – the fact that the whole world is invited to share in the blessing of God – it is no longer just for the Jews.

Paul dedicates the rest of his life to proclaim this Good News to the rest of the world – the Gentiles. Not only does he embark on 3 costly missionary journeys around the Mediterranean countries for the sake of the gentiles, but he is willing to be imprisoned, and ultimately to die, for this cause. Such is his passion for telling others about Jesus!
OK - What about us today?! For most of us the task of telling others about Jesus reminds us of placard bearing evangelists on the Moor – “the End of the world is Nigh” etc. The prospect of approaching others at work or in the neighbourhood or members of our families to “evangelise” them makes us want to cringe. It’s what we might call a GMO – or Ghastly Moral Obligation! So we tend to leave this to others…
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But maybe we could see this in a different light…
Went to see a film last night – Avatar – and it was great! Think it will be one of the best films of 2010. Why not go and see it – you’ll really enjoy it!
There – that wasn’t so bad – telling you some ‘good news’ - about a film we thoroughly enjoyed. 
But then if you enjoy something you tend to want to tell others about it.

Same is true about other things - a good recipe (remember Banoffee pie?) or a good camera or a good walk around Hathersage. If you discover something you think is good news you tend to tell others. Not out of some kind of GMO or in some kind of cringe-worthy way – but naturally… spontaneously...! We all do it! That’s how the word gets round.
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And if its something really worthwhile and life changing – eg the film Slum Dog millionaire – we might be even more enthusiastic. And even more so if it is not just life changing but also life saving – such as “An Inconvenient truth”, the film by Al Gore about Global warming that came out a few years ago.

Enjoyable – Life Changing – Life Saving. We get passionate / motivated about telling others about things that really make a difference. (Another example - people who get quite “evangelistic” about Organic food…)

Now all we need to do is see the Good News about Jesus in the same light : re-discover that 
knowing Jesus is really enjoyable, life changing and life Saving. If we do, we will want to tell everyone about Him – naturally, spontaneously. Because we feel that our friends who don’t know Jesus are missing out. We love them and want to share some Good News with them!
What is the Good News about Jesus, then, that is so enjoyable, life changing, life saving?

If we want to see why Paul was so motivated to tell others, we can look in the first two chapters of his letter:
Eph 1.3: Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! For in our union with Christ he has blessed us by giving us every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world. 

Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be his through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before him.

Because of his love God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would make us his sons and daughters - this was his pleasure and purpose.

For by the blood of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven.
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In all his wisdom and insight God did what he had purposed, and made known to us the secret plan he had already decided to complete by means of Christ. 

This plan, which God will complete when the time is right, is to bring all creation together… with Christ as head.

I ask that your minds may be opened to see his light, so that you will know what is the hope to which he has called you, how rich are the wonderful blessings he promises his people, and how very great is his power at work in us who believe. 

This power working in us is the same as the mighty strength which he used when he raised Christ from death and seated him at his right side in the heavenly world… 

These are wonderful blessings that everyone needs to hear about these days, when bad news, fear and anxiety are always in the back ground – no matter what kind of image or front people present to others. Chosen before the world was made, loved by God more than we can ever imagine, adopted as beloved Children, accepted and forgiven – both now and in Eternity, chosen by God to do something really worthwhile – be part of a global cosmic plan to re-unite all creation with Christ as head. Inner strength coming from the same power that raised Jesus back to life and placed him as ruler of all. If this isn’t Good news then what is?

If we re-focus on Jesus and re-discover why knowing Jesus is so enjoyable, life changing and life saving, we will want to “spread the word”! In the NT the writers seldom have to tell people to share their faith with others – they did it spontaneously – “We cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4.20)
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But there are many rivals to keeping focussed on Jesus these days…

And if other things begin to become central to our lives we then tend to be more enthusiastic about them than about Jesus - and the desire to tell others about Jesus begins to fade away.
Split into 2 groups and get each to look at what Good News is contained in Ch 1 & 2 of Ephesians (Ch 3 if 3).
Let each group share what they discover. Focus on what is Good News for people today, as well as for you.

Spend time together – or in pairs - sharing in what other ways knowing Jesus is Really Enjoyable, Life Changing and life Saving. Spend time discussing ways in which this is good news for people YOU KNOW. In what ways are they missing out?
How might we keep Jesus the central focus of our lives in 2010? What happens if we do… and if we don’t?

Think of who you might share your faith with in 2010 - and why – and how! 
Read Colossians 4.2-6, and 1 Peter 3.15,16. What principles are important there?

How might prayer in the group help? What might you do as a group to make help each of us share the Good News of Jesus with our friends? What activities at church might help. End with a good time of prayer & praise 
