ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	27/12/09
	God 1st For 2010
	1 Samuel 2:18-21, 26; Luke 2:41-52


Time for new years resolutions!? This week and next week look at 2 suggestions arising out of the readings 

Before taking look at the passages for today – how do you see them? Read Bible / listen to sermon – Heart?

Attitude of heart – influence how open we are to see and understand… 
Glass half full / empty – eg opening Valentines day card or letter from the inland revenue…!!!
Help us have pos attitude – expecting something good - just want to reflect over the signif of the Christmas story 

God so LOVED the world
This how much God loves us – it was while we were sinners that Christ died for us for us died for us

If God is for us who can be against us

Because God loves us – he wants to bless us – lead us into blessing:

I have come that you might have LIFE and have it more abundantly

I have told you these things that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

What no eye has seen, no ear has heard, no heart imagined, is the very thing that God has prepared for those  who love him.

Such abundant life is a gift – it costs us nothing… We are invited to come to God to experience this…
Is 55: Come, you that have no money, etc -  buy corn and eat

Come to me …and find REST come to me; be filled with the BREAD OF LIFE and LIVING WATER
But NB: My ways are higher than yours, etc – full of surprises – the way we least expect, etc.
Do not be conformed to this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete renewal of your mind

So each day is an adventure / each time we look at the bible/sermon – an adventure!

Back to the Passages for today…

The common theme – both about the Temple – Samuel and Jesus

Samuel dedicated to the Lord in the temple – Jesus as a boy homing in on the temple 

IN the OT, Temple is the central focus of God’s presence on Earth. – to dwell with God – eg Ps 27

Significance of them being in the temple?
Both symbolise lives where the central focus is on God -  Lives centred on God

God in the centre – everything revolving around him… Jesus be the centre
Loving God with all our heart soul mind and strength

Roots founded in love so that we together with all God’s people should come to know the length breadth height and depth of God’s love – though it can never be fully known – and so be filled with the very nature of God

And so we shall all come together to that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God; we shall become mature people, reaching to the very height of Christ’s full stature.
Seek first the Kingdom of God

All I want is to know Christ, etc… all of you who are mature…

( Move into maturity. God’s plan for you this year!!!!

Love God more than anything  – love the Creator more that His Creation – know Him more

eg child ( adult / learn to love the giver more than the gift – the relationship more important than the object.
This time next year – know God much more than you do now – great prospect! - more joy, fruitfulness. 
Be excited at the prospect

Have Ambition - All I want is to know Christ, etc

Be prepared for discipline – Heb 12, weaning off, withdrawal symptoms!
Painful process…

How to do it… 
Pray!
READ BIBLE!

LISTEN TO THE SPIRIT

DO IT

GOD IS MERCIFUL – DIRECTION IS THE IMPORTANT THING
