ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	29/11/09
	The Second Coming of Christ
	1 Thess 3.13-19; Lk 21.25-36 etc
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The end of the Berlin Wall and the release of Nelson Mandela brought in a new era of great hope. Both seemed to symbolise the triumph of good over evil. 

But such triumph was pretty short lived – a brand new wall has been erected – in Israel, and new regimes of terror have come into existence in Africa.
It seems that throughout human history, as soon as one evil empire dies another is born. The pendulum merely swings back.

Does this mean that Human Society is doomed to endless cycles of violence, suffering and oppression? In the late Victorian era, some people began to believe that with the advent of technology, greater education, modern science and medicine, mankind would soon come of age, with wisdom and truth triumphing over primitive savage forms of human society. Sadly that illusion was burst in the horror of the First World War – then WWII. What hope for mankind now? This raises the question, What kind of God creates a world where misery goes on and on indefinitely, where evil just keeps springing up afresh in every generation?
What are the most striking examples of evil in the world today? Is there any hope this can be overcome?

Is there much hope in the world today – can good ultimately triumph over evil?

If evil is going to carry on indefinitely, do you see this as a problem for people who believe God is good?
Not our God, according to the Bible reading we had today…

“There will be strange things happening to the sun, the moon, and the stars. On earth whole countries will be in despair, afraid of the roar of the sea and the raging tides. People will faint from fear as they wait for what is coming over the whole earth, for the powers in space will be driven from their courses. Then the Son of Man will appear, coming in a cloud with great power and glory. Luke 21.25

This appearance of the Son of Man is also known as the Second Coming of Jesus – this time not as a carpenter with his identity veiled – but in all his Glory, so that all will see him – he comes to judge the world, to banish evil forever (Mt 25.31).
Mt 24.29ff puts it clearly: “Soon after the trouble of those days, the sun will grow dark, the moon will no longer shine, the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers in space will be driven from their courses. 

Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky… coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. The great trumpet will sound, and he will send out his angels to the four corners of the earth, and they will gather his chosen people from one end of the world to the other.

Again, this cannot be a local event – powers in space will be driven from their course. This is the end of the world as we know it. Indeed the Book of Revelation echoes the theme in the last 2 chapters:

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The first heaven and the first earth disappeared, and the sea vanished… I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: “Now God’s home is with human beings! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their God. 

“He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared. Then the one who sits on the throne said, “And now I make all things new!” He also said to me, “Write this, because these words are true and can be trusted.” 

And he said, “It is done! I am the first and the last, The Beginning And The End.”
“The old things have disappeared…” What a great hope this is – the Ultimate triumph of Good over evil.

Just as there was a beginning of the universe – the space time continuum – so there will be an end. Ordained at the right time by God, who is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.
This is a great hope – no wonder Luke tells us… When these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads, because your salvation is near! 

How do you understand the second coming of Jesus? What do you imagine it will be like?
How do you feel about the idea of Jesus returning like this?
When do you think it might happen?
But there are those who doubt that Jesus will return in bodily form, seen by everyone, and bring history as we know it to a close. After all why was it that Jesus said, “Remember that all these things will take place before the people now living have all died. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
Clearly the early church was expecting the imminent return of Jesus - within their life time. But it did not happen.
Since it did not happen, Jesus’s words must have been metaphorical in some way. The view here is that History will not come to an end as the primitive church believed, but continue indefinitely. (This again raises the question of the morality of such a creation)
But in fact Jesus was not referring to his second coming when he said that this would happen in the lifetime of his hearers – but to the Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, which happened in 70 AD during the lifetime of many who heard Jesus in 33 AD.

Jesus was speaking about 2 distinct events, since he was asked about 2 events by the disciples. This is clear from Matthew’s account of the story in Matt 24:

Jesus left and was going away from the Temple when his disciples came to him to call his attention to its buildings. “Yes,” he said, “you may well look at all these. I tell you this: not a single stone here will be left in its place; every one of them will be thrown down.”

As Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him in private. “Tell us when all this will be,” they asked, “AND what will happen to show that it is the time for your coming and the end of the age.”
The disciples assumed that the destruction the temple would be part of the Day of the Lord – the anticipated day, foretold in the Old Testament, when God’s Kingdom would be restored, the Golden Age returned. The assumed Jesus – the Messiah – would come when the Temple was destroyed. They did not at the time understand - as we do now - that these two events would be thousands of years apart.
Jesus’s answer is a conflation of the two events – as both are to do with the coming of Judgement. The first - in 70 AD – of the Jews in Jerusalem who had rejected the messiah. The second – still to come – when Jesus comes to judge the world.

Why do you think people are quick to assume that miraculous interventions by God will not happen?
Do you have an understanding of God in which you think that miracles can happen today?
So we can afford to rejoice in anticipation of the ultimate triumph of Good over Evil after all! Thanks be to God!
However we are warned by Luke to make sure that we ourselves are ready for that day…

Be on your guard! Don’t let yourselves become occupied with too much feasting and drinking and with the worries of this life, or that Day may suddenly catch you like a trap. For it will come upon all people everywhere on earth. (21.34)
Maybe that is something we need to take on board – especially around Christmas time, with all its excessive indulgence – and stress!

In what way do we get preoccupied by the cares of this world – and lose an eternal perspective on our lives?
What can we do about this

Jesus warns us to be prepared for that Day:

Be on the alert, and pray always that you will have the strength to go safely through all those things that will happen, and to stand before the Son of Man. (21.36)
Are we ready to stand before the Son of Man? Not by our own merit – but by the free gift of God’s grace and mercy we are forgiven – because Jesus died for us on the cross. As St Paul puts it in Eph 2.4ff: 
But God’s mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so great, that while we were spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God’s grace that you have been saved… For it is by God’s grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own efforts, but God’s gift, so that no one can boast about it.
Indeed not only are we able to stand before the Son of Man by his grace alone, but he also equips us to live in a way that is acceptable to him – 
May the Lord make your love for one another and for all people grow more and more... In this way he will strengthen you, and you will be perfect and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all who belong to him (1 Thess 3.12,13)
He thus enables us to live lives for him in a world which suffers through lack of love. He strengthens us to live lives that reflect His Love in this dark world – by our deeds as well as our words. Lives that are a sign of hope, sign of the Gospel.

So we have much to rejoice in on Advent Sunday… 
When these things begin to happen, stand up and raise your heads – rejoice – 
1. because your salvation is near!
…and because 

2. Good will finally triumph over Evil in the end!

3. He has prepared a place for YOU in Heaven!

4. He will help you proclaim his Gospel of love till that Day comes by word as well as deed!

5. He will give you strength to endure!

6. By His DEATH he has made all this possible!
What do you think there is most to rejoice about in the hope of Jesus’s return?
What effect might this have on our lives / on our Church / if we were to take this to heart?

How can we make this hope more real in our lives?
