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Joshua’s Farewell Address.
1. Making a decision – and sticking to it. 
There comes a time when we have to make a choice, and in our reading on Sunday morning Joshua had brought his people to that point [read Joshua 24 v1-15]. Joshua as much as told Israel, “I don’t know what you will do when I’m not here. But this is what hope you will do.” As Joshua reminds everyone gathered there what the Lord has done for them, it seems so blindingly obvious, that you wonder why they need to be spoken to in such a challenging way?.Surely if they are going to make a decision for God, they already have the data. Isn’t that enough to convince them? Enough to convince anyone?

What evidence for God’s love and his faithfulness has he given to you? Is there enough to make a decision yet? 

There are some people who have passed through very difficult times - troubles which have understandably shaken their faith. People with whom the Lord may have to do a lot of work, if they can let him in. 
Do you think that choosing to serve the Lord is harder for some? And if so, is this more about the circumstances they are in, or their temperament?
On Sunday morning I suggested that many Christians choose to keep on foot in the world and one foot in the church. They don’t want to commit to anything that might affect their status in the world, or give up their idols, their sins, their other gods in order to grow a closer relationship with the Lord. So they end up sitting on the fence, neither part of the world nor part of the church. Joshua challenges us, as he challenged them: “You have seen how you can’t claim victories in your own strength. You have seen how much God loves you; you know his faithfulness, the blessings he lavishes upon you. The data is all in. Now: either enter the world, live by its standards and collect its temporary rewards … or make a decision to follow God, wholeheartedly and without reservation.”
Discuss the problems of such a challenge. Is it a fair to put people in that position?

Why do you think people seem to put off that decision? When do you think is the best time to choose to serve the Lord – when things are going really well? When things are going really badly? When things seem to be ticking over steadily?   

The fact is, having made that decision, we have to keep making it in our lives. When Joshua challenged the people to make their choice, he announced his decision was to serve the Lord. But although in English it sounds like a once and for all decision, Joshua’s words in Hebrew apparently implied continuous action. As if to say “I have chosen to serve the Lord; I choose the same path of service now; and I will go on choosing to serve God until the very end.” So when the people readily agree, shouting “We will serve the Lord too, because he is our God.” Joshua knows that they will find commitment hard to sustain, and they will need strategies to help them [read Joshua 24 v16-28]. Apart from pushing the Israelites several times to be sure of their sincerity, he asks them to make a public decision and to be witnesses for each other. He also places a massive stone under an oak tree, and names that stone as witness too.

How do you think these strategies help?
What strategies can we use to help us keep firm in our commitment, and sustain it when things get difficult? What strategies do you have?
2. What shall we do with those other gods?

Looking again at what Joshua’s challenge actually said, we might make an interesting and slightly unsettling observation. Joshua says, “get rid of the gods which your ancestors used to worship in Mesopotamia and Egypt.” Just think about that for a moment. What are the Jews doing with gods their ancestors used to worship in Mesopotamia and Egypt? That was 40 years ago! How come they still have them, after all that they have been through, and after all that the Lord has shown them about his faithfulness? They are not even the same people who worshipped those gods, they are their children and the grandchildren. 
The clear conclusion we must draw from this is that, through all the hard lessons  that the Lord was trying to teach them about his love and faithfulness, many parents were still busy passing other gods down to their children. It should make all parents wonder what gods our children may be serving that they inherited from us. 

What other gods might parents pass on to their children?

What other gods might non- parents pass on to others within their sphere of influence?
Can you identify any that you have inherited?

You might immediately think of examples like love of money, but you might also include attitudes to possessions and property, to celebrity, or to personal achievement You might believe that you can identify any number of ‘other gods’ in this world of ours that we might find ourselves serving. When Joshua charged the Israelites, “Choose you this day whom you will serve….” he spoke with authority of experience. But he also spoke as a father – both to his family and to his people – and he reinforced his appeal with the power of good example. “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” For bad or good, our influence always extends beyond our immediate surroundings. 

Who do you think comes within your sphere of influence? 

To whom might you be passing ‘other gods’? 

Maybe you would find it helpful to consider what other gods you could be passing … or maybe that’s getting a bit too close for comfort. Don’t insist on disclosure if it sounds a bit personal or sensitive! 

But how can someone with influence in the nurture of others guard against this kind of error? 
What could you do to make your own home more of a home where the Lord is served?
What kind of response would you get if you talked about it to those with whom you live?
We must be willing to go public with our faith. Not only because Jesus had some worrying things to say to those who know him but are unwilling to acknowledge him in public, but also because our resolve is strengthened when we know that people are weighing what we do against the faith that we proclaim. In this country’s quaint recent past one used to see tapestries or samplers on the wall with words like “Bless this House” or “Thou God seest me” embroidered upon them. Nowadays I suppose the equivalent is a poster or a fridge magnet. Some people put ‘fish’ badges on their cars.
It’s just a thought, but is there any strategy here that might be of some use in dedicating a house, a home, or a family to the Lord? 
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