ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	20/09/09
	Joshua Ch 2 – the need for Courage
	


[image: image1.png]Important Principles from Book of Joshua:

Principle 1.
We are all of us caught up in a great battle:

Good vs. Evil
Light vs. Dark
Right vs. Wrong

Which side are we on?

“Washing one’s hands of the conflict between
the powerful and the powerless means to side
with the powerful, not to be neutral.”
Paolo Freire (South American educator)
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The second chapter of the book of Joshua sees the Israelite army on the east side of the Jordan preparing to enter Canaan. The Israelites wait here with breathtaking anticipation of the realisation of the fulfilment of God's promise to his people more than 600 years before.

As we recalled in the sermon on chapter 1, the story begins with God's promise to the father of Israel, Abraham, in Genesis chapter 12 calling him to leave his own land in Mesopotamia and travelled to the land that God would give him, where he would become a great nation, and through him God would bless all the nations.

Over a period of several hundred years, the story had been unfolding: God had led his people down into Egypt, where they eventually became slaves. But through his servant Moses had worked many miracles to deliver his people from Egypt and bring them through the wilderness to the borders of the promised land, Canaan. Now they await God's orders to advance over the River Jordan.
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[image: image4.png]Principle 2.
We have to learn to trust in God’s powerful

weapons —not our own strength.

The weapons we use in our fight are nof the
world's weapons but God's powerful
weapons, which we use fo destroy
strongholds. We destroy false arguments; we
pull down every proud obstacle that is raised
against the knowledge of God; we take every
thought captive and make it obey Christ.

2 Corinthians 10.4




[image: image5.png]Principle 3.
It takes COURAGE to fight in the Battle.

It involves taking lots of risks.

Principle 4.
The 1st and most important battle is with
yourself!t




Before we go further, it is important to remember why we are spending time looking at a story that is over 3000 years old, relating to a middle eastern culture that is 2500 miles away.

I would like to recall the words from Programme Card describing the current sermon series, which gives us a prospective on this
“In the 14th Cent BC, the People of God were up against huge opposition as they stood at the door of the Promised Land. But under Joshua’s leadership they obeyed God’s call to put their trust in His mighty power, and, despite their weakness, advance against Canaan’s powerful armies. They soon discovered they did not need human strength - or weapons - to build God’s Kingdom.

Their story is a metaphor for the battles we as Christians face today against much opposition. From these records we can learn important principles to help us be instruments for God to rebuild his Kingdom in 21st Century Sheffield, at home, at work, in the community, in our lives.”
So let's think of some principles that we can take from the book of Joshua in general and chapter 2 in particular:

[image: image6.png]Principle 5.
God wants to give you en-COURAGE-ment

The spies came back with an encouraging
message

Principle 6.
But even that still takes a little courage!

The first set of spies lost courage 40 years before.
The Israelites then had to stay in the wilderness.

One of the courageous spies was Joshua — look
what happened to him



1) We are all of us caught up in a great battle for the Kingdom of God.

From that moment that Adam and Eve ate the fruit in the Garden of Eden, the world has been locked into a battle between God and the Devil, good versus evil, light versus dark. The physical battles of the Old Testament were themselves a metaphor for these battles. We will go into more detail about this when we reach the Battle of Jericho in Joshua chapter 6.
As we look around society today, we can see many signs that evil is triumphing over good. Particularly as we look over the past 40 or 50 years we can see the gradual fragmentation of our own society resulting in division, unhappiness, alienation and frustration.

We have to choose which side we are on. There is a great tendency to try to wash our hands of these major struggles of life, and to simply occupy ourselves with trying to survive, and build ourselves a semi-decent lifestyle. But we are reminded by the South American educator Paolo Freire, in the above quote, that neutrality is not an option.

But we often we give up before we start because we feel we do not have the power or resources to make an impact to make a difference! No doubt there would have been many times when the Israelites felt overwhelmed by the forces arrayed against them. But God was teaching them to trust in his power – not their own strength. As they increasingly put their trust in God they began to win.

Principle 2: We have to learn to trust in God’s powerful weapons – 
not our own strength.
Jesus said the gates of Hell will not prevail against the church – think how the Roman Empire was changed as the church began to make its impact – unbelievable when you consider it all started with just 12 disciples – Kingdom of God like a mustard seed – so said Jesus. Paul echoed the same teaching in the quote above. We have awesome weapons at our disposal.
Israelites would be taking on great risks in crossing over the Jordan and taking on the might of the Canaanite armies. – would God rescue them? Would he work miracles? Without miracles they would be dead.
If we decide that we will be serious about engaging in the battle for the Kingdom of God – at home/work/community/church /wider world – God will ask us to put our complete trust in him and step out of our comfort zone. Tremendously risky business to follow Jesus!


We don’t want to take risks – we like play it safe! We don’t want to get hurt! So we find excuses to opt out. If we are going to be used by God, the most important battle is with ourselves. We have to allow God to change us from the inside – change our hearts


The good news is that God knows how weak we really are – and still loves us – and wants to give us en-COURAGE-ment. That is why he sent out the spies. So that they would discover how God had gone before them to soften up the opposition, making them scared of the Hebrews. When the spies returned what an encouragement it was to the Israelites – to help them be brave enough to march against the enemy - and to have in God.


But the bad news is to gain the encouragement that God wants to give you – you have to take a small step of faith – and even that takes courage! The spies would have had to have a lot of courage to cross the Jordan alone and sneak into Jericho. 
Had they failed – as their predecessors did 40 years before – they may have had to stay in the wilderness another 40 years!  No Pain no gain, as the saying goes! But because they did – and got support from a very unexpected source – Rahab the prostitute – the whole of Israel gained faith. One of the original spies who did have faith and wanted to trust God was Joshua – and look what happened to him.

God wants to give us all little encouragements to grow in faith and courage. But the way they will present to us is that God will give us small tests. If we are faithful in responding to these – then our faith and courage will grow and we will be ready for the bigger battles. If we have eyes to see them, God will present each one of us with many such opportunities to be encouraged this coming week. Next week I will ask if anyone wants to come forward to tell how God helped them.

Finally – since no doubt our courage will fail sometimes, it might be helpful to ask God to strengthen us in these three areas: 

Passion: The more we have passion about someone the more we will have courage to take risks for them – eg mother and child threatened by big dog

Faith: the more our faith grows in believing in God’s power to work miracles the more we will be ready to take risks for Him.

Humility: To have humility is to think that others are more important than oneself. The more pride and self concern we have the less we will be willing to risk what is most important – ME! The more God is able to humble us the less we will be bothered about what happens to us.

If any or all of these increase - so will our willingness to take risks for God. What might happen then?
1. What battles for the Kingdom of God are going on around us? How is the church involved? How might we be?

2. Which side is winning today in England do you think?

3. Which side are you one? How committed? How can you tell? 

4. Do you agree with Paulo Friere that washing your hands of the struggle is to side with the powerful?

5. How can we access the Spiritual weapons that God wants us to use (eg Eph 6.10, 2 Cor 10.4)

6. Why must we have courage to use God’s weapons, to wear his armour? Give examples
7. What are the battles we face with ourselves? – How might we ask God to help?

8. How might God be Giving us little opportunities for our faith and courage to grow – day by day?
9. What will happen this week if we say YES? What will happen if we keep saying NO? What happened to the Israelites?
10. What lessons have you learned so far from the 1st 2 Chapters of Joshua? Are they changing your life?
Israelite Army
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