ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	06/09/09
	Joshua 1: How to be determined and confident
	Josh 1.1-11; 1 Peter 2.9,10


The Book of Joshua – about 3200 years ago: 14th/13th Cent BC
I wonder how many of us have actually read the Book of Joshua? Why bother? It relates to events which happened so long ago, so far away, how could it be of relevance to our lives in 21st-century Britain? It's all ancient history.

Why bother with history? For many of us it was a very boring subject at school, so we don't have much interest to study it today
Yet a lot of people are interested in History – if it is Personal History – eg  “Who do you think you are” series on BBC

Looking at your ancestors – your roots etc. The programme examines the family history of various celebrities. Some of the people who have been featured are: Barbara Windsor, David Tennant, Colin Jackson, Jeremy Paxman, Stephen Fry
The idea of studying your ancestors is of mild interest for some…
but for others, it’s much more significant; a way of understanding who you are - why you are the way you are - your origins, your roots - Understand your culture – your values – even your destiny.
Eg the 1977 American series Roots – 

Alex Haley – African American – faced with the struggle of blacks in the United States, wanted to discover his own roots, in an attempt to make sense of his life, his struggles. His research enabled him to go back as far as 1750. 
( Someone called Kunta Kinte - 15 year old boy from Gambia, Africa 1750 captured by slave traders.
The TV series took America by storm, chronicling the lives of the descendants of Kunta Kinte - all the way to Alex himself.

Helps him as a black American to understand his struggles – gain perspective – way of dealing with problems – overcoming develop a sense of purpose - Understand his destiny. Black Americans are now called African-Americans for this very purpose.
What about you and me – 21st Cent – we all have problems, challenges, struggles! Time money relationships responsibilities. Who am I? what am I here for?  – what direction should my life have? So many possible directions / So many obstacles! 
How can I be free to achieve my life’s purpose –acutely aware of a sense of weakness…
It would be great to have some perspective that would help you see a way through all the problems you face – understand your purpose / direction – even destiny!

Wonder if you can you find anything in your family history to help you?!! – One of my forebears 19th Cent – known as the “calculating boy”. His statue on Mitcham common – able to do amazing sums in his head – maths – like Matilda… – That family trait seems to have missed me out!
But the Bible tells us that if we are looking for a sense of destiny / purpose / perspective from our family or country’s history we are barking up wrong tree…

As Christians our primary line of descent is not through our human family / or social culture.

We are the people of God – we are citizens of heaven… See 1 Pet 2:

But you are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God, who called you out of darkness into his own marvelous light. 

At one time you were not God’s people, but now you are his people; at one time you did not know God’s mercy, but now you have received his mercy.
Our primary roots go back to Jesus himself, and then through him back into the old Testament – back to the land of Israel – the promised land – the Bible History which explains how God was shaping the Israelites into becoming his people.
If you and I want to understand who we deal with the struggles of life here and now – we need to look back to our roots – the roots of the people of God – what was their calling / destiny / how did God want them to fulfil his purpose – what resources does he give them – how does he help them, etc, etc
Great place to dive into all this is the Book of Joshua!
Great stories – crossing of the Jordan / Battle of Jericho – conquest of the land of Canaan…

Joshua Chapter 1 
Israelites on east side of Jordan – for last 40 years been nomads in desert, having left Egypt where they were slaves for 400 years. Gathered together beside the Jordan was the new Israelite nation: People without land – gypsies, wonderers. 
Now at the gateway of land full powerful armies and fortified cities
In this chapter, God is expecting Joshua to lead his people into this land and conquer the people – take over whole land

I have given you and all my people the entire land that you will be marching over. Your borders will reach from the desert in the south to the Lebanon Mountains in the north; from the great River Euphrates in the east, through the Hittite country, to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 

Joshua, no one will be able to defeat you as long as you live. I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will always be with you; I will never abandon you. Be determined and confident…
How can this be – how is he supposed to determined and confident?!! Especially when we remember that Joshua was hero, Moses, his mentor, the spiritual father who had bravely confronted Pharaoh, and been used by God to deliver the Israelites from the Egyptian army, too many miracles, not least the crossing of the red Sea on dry land -  had recently died. The mantle of Moses had fallen upon Joshua and no doubt it seemed quite heavy as he gazed across the Jordan into the land of Canaan. How could God expect Joshua to be confident? Would you have been?
Joshua was able to be confident – because he also knew his roots… - he knew the story of God's people of which he was playing a continuing role. That story properly began with the story of Abraham, a man who was called by God to be the father of the Israelite nation. We read the story at the beginning of Genesis 12:
The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s home, and go to a land that I am going to show you. 

I will give you many descendants, and they will become a great nation. I will bless you and make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,

But I will curse those who curse you.

And through you I will bless all the nations.”
Here we see God’s promises to Abraham:

1. I will give you a land

2. I will make you a great nation

3. I will bless you

4. Through you I will bless all the nations

Joshua knew that he was part of a great people who would become influential and bring great blessing to the whole world. That was their destiny. That was his destiny. 

And because of the history of Israel, Joshua knew that this was not mere wishful thinking. Joshua also knew that God had honoured its promise to Abraham, and that Abraham had become a father even though he and his wife were both very old and beyond the age of childbearing. The very birth of Isaac was a miracle.

Joshua knew the continuing detail of that story which explained how God had foreseen the struggle of his people in Egypt:

The Lord said to Abraham, “Your descendants will be strangers in a foreign land; they will be slaves there and will be treated cruelly for four hundred years. But I will punish the nation that enslaves them, and when they leave that foreign land, they will take great wealth with them. 

You yourself will live to a ripe old age, die in peace, and be buried. It will be four generations before your descendants come back here, because I will not drive out the Amorites until they become so wicked that they must be punished.” Gen 15.12ff
As Joshua gazes over the River Jordan into the land of Canaan, he knows that it is his destiny to be an instrument through which God fulfils the promise he gave to Abraham hundreds of years earlier, he knows it is the destiny of God's people to occupy that land, to be an instrument through which God's judgement would come upon the wicked people who live there.
And as he considered the power of those armies and the strength of the fortified cities, he would be encouraged by looking back into the history of his own people to see the power of God to deliver his people against many enemies, and to work miracles to enable his people to have victory. 

Let's look once again at the words that the Lord God speaks to Joshua: 
I have given you and all my people the entire land that you will be marching over. Your borders will reach from the desert in the south to the Lebanon Mountains in the north; from the great River Euphrates in the east, through the Hittite country, to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 

Joshua, no one will be able to defeat you as long as you live. I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will always be with you; I will never abandon you. Be determined and confident.
Josh 1.3ff
These words, coupled with Joshua's knowledge of God's guiding hand upon the history of his people, would be a great encouragement to have faith, indeed to be determined and confident, as he is commanded to be.
We therefore see that if Joshua was to be confident in the face of such trouble, how important it was for Joshua to be familiar with a history of God's people, and for his life to be in line with God's will for his people.

Indeed in the next section of chapter 1, God underlines the importance of Joshua and his people continuing to be familiar with the history of God's people, his commandments, and for them to be in line with all this:

Just be determined, be confident; and make sure that you obey the whole Law that my servant Moses gave you. Do not neglect any part of it and you will succeed wherever you go. 

Be sure that the book of the Law is always read in your worship. Study it day and night, and make sure that you obey everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.   Josh 1.7,8
We can see here God underlining the importance of his people being saturated with the story of their history - and of God's dealings with them. This was not merely for academic interest, but to enable them to understand their God-given purpose, and through obedience, continue in the central flow of God's plan. By remaining safe within that stream, they would be unstoppable, because the sovereign will and purpose of God is unstoppable – however man seeks to oppose it.
Let's move from the story of Joshua back to the teaching of Peter, and see again his perspective upon our lives:
You are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy nation, God’s own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful acts of God, who called you out of darkness into his own marvellous light. At one time you were not God’s people, but now you are his people…
1 Pet 2.9, 10
Each one of us has a God-given purpose. You and I, as much as Joshua, God's people, and each one of us has a destiny to fulfil. To proclaim the wonderful acts of God, in the unique way that only you and I can. God has placed each one of us in particular situations amongst people who need to see the light and to hear about the wonderful acts of God. And we are uniquely placed to be able to do that. God has placed us there in order for our lives to make a difference, for our lives to count. That is our prime purpose above and beyond any domestic agenda each one of us might have.

That is our destiny. As we learn to understand this, God's purpose in our life to achieve this will become unstoppable, and we will face any obstacle or setback with determination and quiet confidence, just as Joshua did. 

We need to deeply understand that we are part of a chosen race, a holy nation, God's own people, that we are chosen for a specific purpose and place into a unique context to achieve it.
But to have this liberating and inspiring perspective upon our lives requires that we have much more than a mere passing knowledge of the Bible. 

The question I want to ask all of us this morning is how deeply saturated in the story of God's people are you? How well do you know the history of God's people, where God has worked out his purpose in their lives, helping them to achieve their destiny?

Maybe we need to come back to the Bible once again, dig deeper into the history of God's people to understand more fully his plan purpose to their lives and, thereby his purpose for our lives.

I hope and pray that as we look at the first eight chapters of the book of Joshua, finishing off with chapter 24, we will learn some very important principles that will enable us to face the troubles of 21st-century life with determination and confidence.

Some Questions to consider:

1. Why was the American TV series "Roots" so important in helping the emancipation of black people in America?

2. How might this be connected with the current preoccupation with family history today?

3. What do you understand by the idea of having a destiny? Why might this be important?
4. Do you see your life is having a destiny to fulfil? 

5. From Joshua chapter 1, in what sense do you think that Joshua, as a member of God's people, might have had a sense of destiny?

6. How would his familiarity and understanding of the Book of the Law have helped in forming this?

7. In what way would this have made sense of what God told him in the first chapter of Joshua?

8. how does 1 Peter 2.9,10 help us to have a sense of continuity with the struggle Joshua faced?

9. What is the destiny of a Christian according to Peter?

10. How might this be worked out within our personal context today?

11. According to 1 Peter 2.11, how does Peter consider the normal domestic agendas that we might have?

12. If we are to develop a sense of destiny to give us direction, confidence and determination in the face of the struggles of daily life, how might the Bible help us in this?

13. How much do we need to study the Bible in order to begin to be sufficiently immersed in its truth for it to have a transforming effect on our lives? What does Joshua 1.7,8 tell us?

14. How might having a strong Christian perspective help us to be confident and determined today? 

15. What direction would this take us in?
16. How might your group help you to develop a sense of destiny, of calling, of being chosen for a purpose?

