ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - BRIEF SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	29/03/09
	Hungry for the word of God
	Various - see below


Lent course = upside down thinking: Put GOD FIRST in your LIFE, TIME, MONEY, FRIENDSHIPS
Jesus also said… the 1st shall be last, the last first; he who would be greatest amongst you must be slave of all, 
None of this makes any sense at all from a human point of view!
But that is what God says in Is 55: My ways are higher than your ways, My thoughts than your thoughts, etc
The idea of the Christian life is that God will transform our way of thinking to become like his - like Jesus
Rom 12.1-2 
Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.
How can/will God transform us?

Primarily through Jesus - the Word of God in the flesh. 
But he said before he died that he had much more yet to show us… (John 16.12f) 

So we can access God’s transforming truth in the Word of God in Scripture 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living, 17so that the person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed. (2 Tim 3.16ff)
Also Hebrews 4.12,13 The word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It cuts all the way through, to where soul and spirit meet, to where joints and marrow come together. It judges the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13There is nothing that can be hidden from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies open before his eyes.
So the idea is that we read scripture as much as possible - and become more and more like Jesus - useful to him.
But if that is the case, how come we don’t read much Scripture? !!! Not often. Why not?
To answer that need to ask: How interested are you in being open to God to transform your way of thinking?
In other words, how much do you want to change your way of thinking / acting? Rate yourself on this scale…
1. Pretty happy the way I am 

2. Open to change

3. Want to change

4. Longing to change

5. Passionate/desperate to change
Where would you place yourself on this scale? (Be honest!) Often Christians might say 2 or 3?
( I would say that unless you put down 4 or 5 you really won’t bother to read your Bible much 

( and you won’t change much at all!!

Why ? Because there is a big battle going on in our lives - a big question that that God asks of us each day

Do we love self more than God? or 

Do we love God more than self?

What should be the answer? Jesus said 1st commandment - love God with all your heart soul mind and strength! 
Ie God first! Love God more than self 
- but there’s a large part of us that loves self more than God - 
If that is the case we won’t really want to change - fearful of the consequences!

Sometimes open to change - even want to change - but easily put off distracted, discouraged, lose interest, bored.
So unless we’re highly motivated to change - we won’t be bothered - will not read Bible - or get little from it if we do!

At the beginning of the sermon on the mount Jesus makes it clear how important our desire for change is…
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Aware of how weak we are, how unlike Jesus
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Real sense of grief over our spiritual state
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. Deep longing for change
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. The result of change: purity of heart ( Knowing God. Amazing!
Without that passion, that longing we will not get very far - easily put off, distracted, etc

God allows many obstacles - in order to test our spirit/attitude - how much do we really want to change?!
How then can we increase our desire to change? Answer: ( Pray for 2 things:
1. Pray for God to inspire you to love him more

This section… Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.
Is preceded by this verse…

So then, my brothers and sisters, because of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: offer yourselves as a living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer.

Meditate on God’s great mercy - pray reflect contemplate - start there in scripture! (good time at end of lent!)

Be inspired by God ‘s great mercy

2. Pray to have faith in his goodness towards you.

Is 55 - the section that we read earlier…
8
“My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours,

and my ways are different from yours.

9
As high as the heavens are above the earth,

so high are my ways and thoughts above yours.

…is preceded by a a passage which shows God’s desire to bless us:
  The Lord says,

“Come, everyone who is thirsty—

here is water!

Come, you that have no money—

buy corn and eat!

Come! Buy wine and milk—

it will cost you nothing!

2
Why spend money on what does not satisfy?

Why spend your wages and still be hungry?

Listen to me and do what I say,

and you will enjoy the best food of all.

“Listen now, my people, and

come to me; come to me, and you will have life!
And the very next section show the purpose of God’s word for us…


“My Word is like the snow and the rain

that come down from the sky to water the earth.

They make the crops grow

and provide seed for sowing and food to eat.
Open your heart to God in this way - and he will create in your heart a hunger to change 

Then read the Bible - use the difficulty of doing this as a way of showing God you love him 

Questions to consider… see below

3. LENT COURSE MATERIAL.

3.5 Putting GOD’S WORD before human wisdom (2 Tim 3.1-5, 10-17; John 16.12-15)
Isaiah 55.8, 9


“My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours,

and my ways are different from yours.

9
As high as the heavens are above the earth,

so high are my ways and thoughts above yours.

How different are God’s ways than ours? Give some examples…

Rom 12.1-2 

Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect.

1. How powerful an influence is the pressure of worldly thinking? 

2. One version of the Bible (J B Philips) translates this section “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world”, as “do not let the world squeeze you into its mold”. Why might this be a good translation?
3. In what ways do we tend to be conformed to the standards of this world?

4. In what ways is the church itself vulnerable to worldly thinking?

5. In what ways might we need to be transformed by God?

6. How - in what ways - can we let God transform us? 

7. Where does the Bible fit into this?

8. In what way should we read the Bible if it is to enable us to undergo an ongoing, radical transformation?

2 Tim 3.16ff

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, correcting faults, and giving instruction for right living, 17so that the person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed. 
9. In what way have you found the Bible to fulfill what Paul says of it in the above passage?

Hebrews 4.12,13 

The Word of God is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. It cuts all the way through, to where soul and spirit meet, to where joints and marrow come together. It judges the desires and thoughts of the heart. 13There is nothing that can be hidden from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies open before his eyes.
10. In what way have you found the Bible to fulfill what Hebrews says of it above?

11. Why do we find studying the Bible difficult?

12. What might help you to study the Bible more?

