Sermon, St. Tim’s 

Sunday May 22, 2009, 9.30 and 11 a.m.                  Mark Osborne
(See also p 3 for lent course questions etc)

Putting God and other people first – submission & service  Phil 2: 1-11; Mark 10: 35-45

1. Introduction

Lent course – learning to put God first. Today, theme of submission and service – putting not just God, but also other people first – perfect theme for Mothering Sunday!

2. Setting the scene – various ways of treating others

Three different texts read out by my beautiful assistants – each showing diff. ways of interacting with others:

A. Value of Genocide Studies – read text by Jürgen Zimmerer

Comments: Extreme example of “what man is capable of doing to his fellow man” – worst possible crime, but frighteningly common, based on “binary opposition” - 0 and 1, black and white – can be reproduced almost anywhere – dehumanisation – opponents are a group to not disrespect, but defeat and even destroy…

B. How to Win Friends and Influence People

Comments: two main points…

Sounds good, decent behaviour but what are the implications? The fact that these suggestions are necessary -> normal behaviour must be different, less respectful

Agenda here: title of book – I want to WIN friends and INFLUENCE people – not promoting interests of others, but letting me and my purpose win, gain upper hand.

Third text is probably most revolutionary, comes from Bible…

C. The Biblical approach

Philippians 2: 3-8 again

Total contrast – no black and white, but true love; no selfish agendas, but genuine concern for the interests of others.

Jesus was asked (Luke 10) how to inherit eternal life. Jesus confirms the answer: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind' and, 'Love your neighbour as yourself.'

Philippians text shows us how this commandment works out in practice: the group were becoming fractured, and Paul calls them to be unified – “same thoughts, the same love and one in soul and mind”. Ideal way of life. To do so, they must:

· Love God, i.e. focus on the role model of Jesus – he had “the nature of God” – being close to Jesus shows us more of God and how he wishes us to live. V. 5 – “the attitude that you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had”

· Love our neighbour – i.e. copy Jesus’ actions, i.e. serve and put others first – v. 7-8 – “took the nature of a servant”, was “humble” and “walked the path of obedience”

As a result of clinging to the Father and serving humbly, Jesus received glory.

Other reading – Mark 10: 43: “If one of you wants to be great, he must be the servant of the rest”. Jesus himself promised that if we love God with all our heart, and love others as ourselves, we too will become holier and reach his glorious kingdom.

3. Practical application: how does this work in practice?

· Reluctance to submit – sign of weakness, loss of power? We want to “win friends and influence people”, not let them win us over…

· Key factor is the meaning of submission – contrast to obedience: fixed authority, master/slave, where almost automatic that obedience comes. Submission is conscious choice – husband and wife – choosing to give up some freedoms to submit to each other, because aware of benefits for everyone. 

Only develop willingness to submit in close relationship with God -> true humility, awareness of desperate need and glorious hope; also learn to trust that God wants best for us, so becomes easier to hand over control to Him. Fish in water – truly in our element.

· In close relationship with God, we experience real love, hope – want to pass it on; see own need and that of others – want to help…

Conclusion

Seen three different ways of dealing with other people – destroying them, winning them over for own ends, or loving them in Christian fellowship. This kind of service is our highest calling – to love God with all our heart and our neighbour as ourselves. The order is important – by loving God, we find the strength, trust and wisdom we need to love all the neighbours around us.

Hebrews 12: 2:

“Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right-hand side of God’s throne.”

Page down for Questions…

See Page 5 texts and other notes…

3. LENT COURSE MATERIAL. WEEK 4

Putting God and OTHER PEOPLE FIRST in our lives – submission and service (Phil. 2: 1-11 and Mark 10: 35-45)
This week’s Key Verse (a good one to memorise):

Phil. 2: 3: Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble towards one another, always considering others better than yourselves.
Theme is the question of service and submission – how and why we should submit to God and so be able to put other people first in our lives.

Three different scenarios showing how people can and do interact with each other:

A. Value of Genocide Studies 

“…genocide requires not only the definition of various identities, but also absolute, binary opposition. The victim group, which in cases of genocide is always defined by the perpetrator, and for that reason alone can be loaded with content at will, is not regarded as one group among many with which it could be possible to arrange a fruitful coexistence, but rather as an irreconcilable opponent which must be driven out or, best of all, destroyed.”

1. How do you react to this quotation?

2. Is the problem of genocide relevant to us in Britain today?

3. Do you see signs of “binary opposition” – 0s and 1s, black and white, us and them – between social groups in our society today?

B. How to Win Friends and Influence People

“Win people to your way of thinking

· The only way to get the best of an argument is to avoid it. 
· Show respect for the other person's opinions. Never say, "You're wrong." 

· Try honestly to see things from the other person's point of view.”
1. Do you apply a style like this in your relations with others?

2. These suggestions look as though they would encourage positive relationships – do you agree?

3. The aim here is actually to “win friends and influence people” – to push through your own agenda. Is that a selfish approach? When can it be justifiable to win over others?

C. The Biblical approach – Philippians 2: 3-8

“Don't do anything from selfish ambition or from a cheap desire to boast, but be humble towards one another, always considering others better than yourselves. And look out for one another's interests, not just for your own. The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had: He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to remain; or become equal with God. Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness. He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death — his death on the cross.”

Jesus explained that the key to eternal life was (Luke 10: 25-28) to “love the Lord your God with all your heart… and love your neighbour as you love yourself”.

Text from Philippians gives practical hints: love God by focusing on Jesus – “The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had” – who always sought the Father and His will and love your neighbour by being humble and serving.

V. 9-11 show Jesus’ reward – He was raised to greatness because of this obedient submission.

1. Which of these two commandments do you find easier – to submit to others, or to God?

2. How could we love God better? And how can we learn to serve our neighbours better?

D. Practical application

Problem is our reluctance to submit – is this a sign of weakness, a loss of power? We want to “win friends and influence people”, not let them win us over…

1. Are you a “control freak”? Do you find it easy to open up to others, to put their opinion first?

Contrast between meaning of submission and obedience. Obedience = fixed authority, master/slave, where almost automatic that obedience comes. Submission is a conscious choice – husband and wife – choosing to give up some freedoms to submit to each other, because aware of benefits for both/everyone.

Only way to develop a willingness to submit is through a close relationship with God -> true humility, awareness of our own desperate need and the glorious hope God gives us. In a trusting relationship with God, we see how lost we are and how much love and blessing awaits us in God – so we are willing and even keen to submit, because we see the amazing benefits! We experience real love and hope – want to pass it on to others; we see our own need and that of others – so we want to help…

1. What is your image of God – a father who asks for submission or a master who demands obedience?

2. Do you feel able to submit to God’s will? To what extent? Are there limits?

3. What do you think would help you to submit more of your life to God – do you really believe that He will act for your best?

4. Are you able to be humble? Do you prefer to be in control, at least of some areas of your life?

5. Do you tend to be too humble, and fear giving to others because of a sense of inferiority?

6. The commandment to love God and our neighbours as ourselves is our highest calling – in fact, the purpose of life itself. How would your life change if you were able to submit more to God and to others?

7. How would this change our communal life at St. Tim’s?

8. Which point of this discussion has moved you most personally? Which specific point do you intend to apply to your own life in the coming week(s)?

The Value of Genocide Studies
Dr. Jürgen Zimmerer

“…genocide requires not only the definition of various identities, but also absolute, binary opposition. The victim group, which in cases of genocide is always defined by the perpetrator, and for that reason alone can be loaded with content at will, is not regarded as one group among many with which it could be possible to arrange a fruitful coexistence, but rather as an irreconcilable opponent which must be driven out or, best of all, destroyed. This was the role imposed on the Jews by the Nazis or on the Tutsi by the Hutu…

The international community of states believed that the UN "Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide" (1948), which celebrates its 60th anniversary this year, would allow them not only to acknowledge the "crime without a name", as Winston Churchill described the genocide on the European Jews during the war, but also to ban it permanently. However, this hope proved to be futile, as proved by sites of genocidal violence such as Cambodia, Bosnia, East Timor and, at present, Darfur. Alongside Armenia, German South-West Africa at the beginning of the 20th century and the Holocaust itself, they have become symbols of genocidal violence and of what man is capable of doing to his fellow man. And this list does not even contain violations of human rights and wars.”

How to Win Friends and Influence People, Dale Carnegie, 1936

Fundamental Techniques in Handling People

1. Don't criticize, condemn or complain. 
2. Give honest and sincere appreciation. 
3. Arouse in the other person an eager want. 


Six ways to make people like you

1. Become genuinely interested in other people. 
2. Smile. 
3. Remember that a person's name is to that person the sweetest and most important sound in any language. 
4. Be a good listener. Encourage others to talk about themselves. 
5. Talk in terms of the other person's interests. 
6. Make the other person feel important - and do it sincerely. 


Part Three
Win people to your way of thinking

1. The only way to get the best of an argument is to avoid it. 
2. Show respect for the other person's opinions. Never say, "You're wrong." 
3. If you are wrong, admit it quickly and emphatically. 
4. Begin in a friendly way. 
5. Get the other person saying "yes, yes" immediately. 
6. Let the other person do a great deal of the talking. 
7. Try honestly to see things from the other person's point of view. 
8. Appeal to the nobler motives. 
