ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	15/03/09
	God 1st with my MONEY
	Mal 3.10ff


Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will be plenty of food there. Put me to the test and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things. Malachi 3.10
Tithe offerings. First fruits given to God. What is all this about? Lets start from a completely different angle!
I’m a bit of a control freak… 

Sometimes it's very difficult with children when they do jobs for us, not to jump in and trying to it properly. We want to come in and take over control, in order to get the job done better. We have an idea of the goal we are trying to achieve, and we are worried that letting the children be in control it will be a mess. So we jump in and take over. The immediate goal is achieved BUT THE BIGGER PICTURE IS LOST: taking over, we stifle their confidence and stop them from developing their gifts. 
How different is Jesus in pursuing his goal. Let's think about what he did in coming to earth... 
His plan: Ephesians 1.8-10
In all his wisdom and insight God did what he had purposed, and made known to us the secret plan he had already decided to complete by means of Christ. 

This plan, which God will complete when the time is right, is to bring all creation together, everything in heaven and on earth, with Christ as head.

Jesus came in order to end rebellion; came to bring people back to God - united together with Christ as head.
What would you have done - if you were God - in order to bring this well back under your control?...
How did Jesus achieve this goal? Phil 2.5-8

The attitude you should have is the one that Christ Jesus had:

He always had the nature of God, but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God.

Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. 

He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness. He was humble and walked the path of obedience all the way to death—his death on the cross
He didn't claim that power/control with God; came amongst us vulnerable, like a servant, letting go of all his power and control. He let go of control. Let go of Power. Instead He trusted everything into God's hands. Submitted to the his Father’s Wisdom, Will and Way. He trusted in his father's plan, he trusted in his father's power to do things - even though it took such a long time and it involved so much pain. 
His plan successful… Phil 2.9-11
For this reason God raised him to the highest place above and gave him the name that is greater than any other name.

And so, in honour of the name of Jesus, 
all beings in heaven, on earth, and in the world below will fall on their knees, and all will openly proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Jesus able to achieve God’s plan precisely BECAUSE he was willing to let go of control / power.
His willingness to be a servant, let go of control, be vulnerable was vital in 2 ways

a) his Attitude was a sign of the Kingdom - showing us the nature of God - his humility, devotion, love and power - inspiring us to believe in God and come back to Him
b) his Actions:  his submission to the Father’s wisdom, will & way enabled God to guide him - by the Holy Spirit - along his perfect plan, empowering him to do the things that would achieve God’s grand plan - do things human wisdom alone would never dream of doing, never understand, never know about - eg the Cross and resurrection. His Actions eg his miracles, inspired others to believe in God and come back to Him, that they in turn would submit to His Wisdom, Will and Way...
His submission led to great JOY! Jesus expressed a wonderful degree of trust in wisdom and will of his father. He trusted everything into his father's hands. And in doing so, Jesus developed a deep and intense relationship with His Father because of this. Deep prayer, deep dependence, wonderful answers to prayer, wonderful joy in seeing God’s plan take shape, etc, etc. Fullness of JOY - happy to trust and submit - freedom from worry - just do the Father’s will
If we are to be his disciples, he calls us to do the same: 
to play our part in work with him to unite all things with Christ as head - for us to be a force for unity, harmony, love
Like Jesus we can only do this if we trust in the Father’s Wisdom, Will and Way - no matter what it costs, no matter how strange it appears to ‘human reason’ (“My thoughts,” says the Lord, “are not like yours, and my ways are different from yours. As high as the heavens are above the earth, so high are my ways and thoughts above yours. - Isaiah 55.8,9)
Our willingness to be a servant, to let go of control, be vulnerable is vital in the same 2 ways

a) Our Attitude = a sign of the Kingdom - showing others a glimpse of the nature of God - his humility, devotion, compassion, love and power shining through us. Our attitude - inspiring others to believe in God and come back to Him, that they in turn would submit to His Wisdom, Will and Way.
b) Our Actions:  our submission to the Father’s wisdom, will & way enables God to guide US - led by the Holy Spirit - take us along his perfect path, empowering us to do the things that would achieve God’s grand plan - do things human wisdom alone would never dream of doing, never understand, never know about. Led by the Spirit, our actions inspire others to believe in God and come back to Him, that they in turn would submit to His Wisdom, Will and Way..
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JESUS CHRIST

Let go of power and
control.

Trusted in the Wisdom
Will & Way of His Father.

Vital in 2 ways:

Attitude = sign of K'dom
of God, inspiring us back

Actions = Jesus able to
do things impossible to
“reason” and inspiring us
back to God

=>Fruitful life, great JOY!

o B =

CHRISTIANS

Let go of power and
control, inspired by Jesus

Trusting in the Wisdom
Will & Way of our Father

Vital in 2 ways:
Attitude = sign of K'dom
of God, inspiring others
Actions = we are able to
do things impossible to

“reason” and inspiring
others back to God

=>Fruitful lives, great JOY!
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This leads us to greater joy too. As we learn to develop and express a greater degree of trust in the Wisdom, Will and Way of our Heavenly Father, as we are inspired by Jesus to trust everything into His hands, we also develop a deep and intense relationship with our Father because of this. 
Deep prayer, deep dependence, wonderful answers to prayer, wonderful joy in seeing God’s plan take shape, etc, etc Fullness of JOY - happy to trust and submit - freedom from worry - just do the father’s will.
One of the biggest areas where we find it difficult to let go of Control = Money! Worry, worry, worry!!
But Jesus wants us to be free from worry… (Mt 6.25-33)

freedom from worry - as long as eyes locked on to Jesus, learning from Him to trust in the Father.
Where do we begin? Tithe! Then more and more 

Till we end up in position of being content in every situation - as in Phil 4.11f

Learn to see that money does not buy happiness - eg Asha.

( an email from Di Rogers, about her time in the slums of Delhi with Christian agency “Asha” 

When reflecting on the overriding effect on me of Anna Nager (the slum we were in) it is: 

[In the UK] the lives of most of the people I meet in my day to day life - and the important necessities reflected in our media - are all based on materialism.  
In the slum, the people we met affected by Asha, had so little, but what they had, they really appreciated.  However, their lives were about service to others, the young, the old and the infirm and about improving the environment for others.  

Again, in contrast to our lives, where the more 'things' we have the more we want, but they give us little lasting satisfaction, in the slum the women and children presented as happy and fulfilled.

We did not meet many Christians, but the prayer group we attended was extremely moving (not all there had given up Hinduism, but they wanted to praise Jesus) and a number of women gave powerful testimonies of the power of prayer in their lives.

So you had lives that in contrast to ours appeared to have little, but in that very simplicity and profound belief in God's power, they appeared so much richer than us. 

I am aware that we only had a snapshot view of their lives and I don't want to 'romanticise' it, but this did have a powerful effect on me.

Hope this makes sense!
Di
3. LENT COURSE MATERIAL.

3.3 
Putting God FIRST with our MONEY (Malachi 3. 6-12; Matt 6.19-end, etc)

a) Consider what Jesus says in Luke 18.22f

Jesus said to the rich man, “There is still one more thing you need to do. Sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; then come and follow me.” 23But when the man heard this, he became very sad, because he was very rich.

Jesus saw that the he was sad and said, “How hard it is for rich people to enter the Kingdom of God! 25It is much harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.”

1. Why did Jesus say it is so much harder for rich people to enter the Kingdom of Heaven?

2. Why might financial wealth stop us from beginning - or developing - a close relationship with God?

3. How rich are we today? 

4. How might this get in the way of our relationship with God?

5. How might this stop us being as useful to God as we might be if we were poor?

6. What does Jesus tell the rich man to do, and why was this so extreme?

7. What key principles do we learn from this? 

8. How does this apply to us today?

b) Consider what Jesus says in Mt 6.24:

 “No one can be a slave of two masters; he will hate one and love the other; he will be loyal to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
1. Why does Jesus see Money and God as rivals? 

2. What does money provide for us, that Jesus thinks that God should instead?

3. Why do we sometimes prefer Money to be our master, rather than God?

4. Does this have anything to do with our desire to be in control / have independent power?

5. Why do you think Jesus says that we can’t be slaves of 2 masters? 

6. Do you think that Western Christians may be in danger of trying to serve 2 masters?

7. Why might GOD be the better master after all? 

8. In what way did Jesus demonstrate that he had only one master?

9. How was Jesus more able to be used by God because he was willing to let go of control and power?
cf Philippians 2.5-11

c) In what way does the table above help us to understand how God wants us to live our lives?
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d) Consider what God says through the prophet Malachi?

Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple, so that there will be plenty of food there. Put me to the test and you will see that I will open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things. I will not let insects destroy your crops, and your grapevines will be loaded with grapes. Mal 3.10,11
1. What key principles does God want to teach the Israelites through giving him the first 10% of their income?

2. What particular principle is God teaching in the text above from Malachi 3?

3. How might we be able to serve God better if we learnt to trust God like this?

4. How might our relationship with God be better if we learnt to trust God like this?

5. If 10% was the benchmark for giving to God in the Old Testament, what might it be under the New Covenant? 
(eg Mt 6.24-33, Luke 18.22, 2 Cor 8, Phil 4.11ff)
e) What lessons might we learn from our link with Asha 







