ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	21/09/08
	The Kingdom of God is near
	


Synopsis of the talk

Society today is falling apart, and the church has a very important role to play in renewal. 200 years ago there was a similar need for revival in society that was corrupt and socially dysfunctional. People like Shaftesbury and Wilberforce were in the vanguard of a social reform agenda, inspired by religious revival and renewal which had its beginnings in the Ministry and mission of Wesley and Whitfield, etc.

God wants to use ordinary men and women today to the same. But we need to be clear about how God can direct and resource us. To help us understand this we need to look at the teaching of Jesus about the Kingdom of God. This was central to his ministry, his teaching, his parables and miracles:
	Preach GOOD NEWS
	Mk 1

14,15
	Jesus went to Galilee and preached the Good News from God. “The right time has come,” he said, “and the Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good News!”

	Parables of the Kingdom
	 
	Seed sown, Seed growing, Mustard Seed, Yeast, Sheep & Goats, Great Feast, King going to war, Pearl of great price, Treasure, Fisherman’s net, owner of the house, 10 girls, 3 servants, Strong man,etc.

	Kingdom
Coming

 
	Luke 21.31
	In the same way, when you see these things happening, you will know that the Kingdom of God is about to come.

	Enter the Kingdom
	Mt 18 3,4
	“I assure you that unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the Kingdom of heaven. The greatest in the Kingdom of heaven is the one who humbles himself and becomes like this child.

	Enter the Kingdom
	John 3.3,5
	I am telling you the truth: no one can see [enter] the Kingdom of God without being born again


Jesus spoke about the return of God's kingdom, the importance of entering into the Kingdom, and how we should live in the Kingdom. How do we understand the significance and meaning of the Kingdom of God.
We go back to the creation story to see a situation where indeed God was king. 

In Genesis chapters 1 and 2, when God ruled with unquestioned authority, the whole earth lived in harmony and peace, ordered and provided for by God himself. Mankind was appointed to be his representative on Earth, created in his image, given dominion and authority, echoing that of God himself. In this heavenly kingdom here on Earth, there was no death or grief or crying or pain. No illness no division no hatred or sin. A picture of heaven on earth.

Then we see the story of the fall of mankind, Paradise lost, depicted in Genesis 3. Here we see the seeds of doubt sown in the heart of man, trying to present God as being someone who did not care merely, who wanted to deny mankind such beautiful fruit because he was trying to protect his divine interest.

On the basis of this, mankind refused to believe in God's goodness and benign protection, and chose the path of independence. The result of this was to be expelled from the Kingdom of God, and live a life cut off from God's benign care and protection, provision and love. Life on Earth without God became a place where humans became victims too many people who wanted a rule like God in their lives without love.

And ultimately this choice would lead not only to physical death but eternal death.

But God has made it possible for us to be restored to his kingdom. And this is the good news. Through Jesus. Through his death upon the cross, dying that we might be forgiven, dying that we might be brought back into relationship with him.

And the good news is not only that God's kingdom is coming, but also that God wants us to be part of it, and enter into the fullness of his blessing and loved, where ultimately we will be set free, both physically and spiritually.

And the good news is that because of Jesus he has made it possible for us to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, by coming into Richey would Jesus, by being born again, etc.

And the good news is that not only have we by grace been given the gift of entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, but now we can participate fully in the light of the Kingdom, restored into relationship with God through Jesus, to live like Jesus, and to manifest the lifestyle of the Kingdom, which was denied us because of the fall.

So when Jesus says repent and believe the good news, what he means is that in order for the Kingdom of God to be good news for us we must

Believe what Good News…
1. That God’s wonderful Kingdom is about to return

2. That God WANTS US to be in it, be part of it!

3. That God has made it possible for us to enter it

4. That God has made it possible for us sinners to 
     live the Kingdom Lifestyle – like Jesus
Turn away from what sins…
1. Unbelief…

2. Pride… 


- want to do it my way, 


- in my time (now!!)

3. Selfishness…


- all I really care about is me
If we were to do this, we can be restored into the Kingdom of Heaven during this life, we can begin to live the life of the Kingdom, and proclaimed the good news of the Kingdom to others, who will believe us because they see the reality of the Kingdom demonstrated in our lives
Questions to consider:

1. Why do you think that the Kingdom of God were so central to the life and ministry and teaching of Jesus?

2. What do you understand by the phrase the Kingdom of God, or the Kingdom of Heaven, as used by Jesus?

3. In what way did the early disciples demonstrate the Kingdom of God that they proclaimed (eg Mt 10)

4. Do you think that the church may be taken more seriously if our lives demonstrated the Kingdom of God?

5. In what way could life of the Church demonstrate God's kingdom here on Earth?

6. Why is it you think that most churches do not demonstrate the Kingdom of God in the way the Jesus and the disciples did?

7. How can we begin to have the faith to change our lifestyle to a Kingdom lifestyle?

8. What do you think might help us at St Tims to begin to move in this direction?
9. what would be the effect  – on us, on non Christians around us?
