ST TIMOTHY'S CHURCH - SERMON NOTES + GROUP NOTES

	DATE
	SUBJECT     (also at StTims.org.uk)
	TEXTS      

	07/09/08
	Kingdom of God 1: the country needs it - so does the church!
	Mt 9.35-10.10, etc


Country in a state – slipping into darkness and despair  breakdown of order family community 

Symptoms in knife crime - alcoholism and binge drinking / £2.7 Billion NHS bill due to A., £17-25billion to nation as whole: growing out of control like a cancer

Prisons bursting at seems / depression. Growing gap between rich and poor.

Seeking the answer in materialism – only makes things worse – work harder and harder to pay for this extravagant lifestyle – families going bust – country going bust. 
No wonder People turning to alcohol and drugs – people worried and helpless – average Brit – not a happy bunny.

Why? many reasons – but want to suggest one primary factor:
(Christian values lost – graphic of Sunday school attendance 
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: Galatians 5
What human nature does is quite plain.
2 g B It shows itself in immoral, filthy, & indecent
M actions; in worship of idols and witchcraft. |
People become enemies and they fight;
: they become jealous, angry, and ambitious.
° They separate into parties and groups;

B they are envious, get drunk, have orgies,
and do other things like these.
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Why significant?

Look at quote in Red from Galatians 5.17 
(
Our nature goes wild if not constrained by some force! We can see society showing signs today of this as never before in living memory – what is needed is the power of the Holy Spirit as in the green text. What a difference if the power of the Spirit was producing such qualities in general population. 100 year ago the church deeply influenced the moral foundation of Britain. Not today.

This country needs to be reconnected with God – his love and power

Need Holy spirit need Christian values of love, honesty, sharing, self control

Church has Good News!

BUT… Before the country can be filled with the Holy Spirit of love and power - this country needs a church filled with the Holy Spirit of Love and power!
Church has a unique opportunity – but Church is weak. Marginalised – dying. 
Across the world today many areas where church is very much alive! 

Filled with Spirit and helping to bring hope – 
China – also Nigeria – Gathering of Christians outside Lagos of 8.2 million before Christmas!

Can this happen in Britain?

200 years soul of our country also in dire state - reminder of this last year bicentenary of abolition of slave trade. Indicator of how bad things were – large sector of national economy based on trafficking human beings – millions of them. Many aspects of society rotten and in need of radical reform – prisons / hospitals / child labour / vast majority living in poverty / endemic alcoholism / corruption in politics 
But along came John Wesley and other religious reformers – the rest is history!

How did such a great transformation of British Society – which still echoes today – start from such small beginning? Can we imagine it happening again today?
Jesus –Mark 4.30 :

“What shall we say the Kingdom of God is like?” asked Jesus. “What parable shall we use to explain it?

It is like this. A man takes a mustard seed, the smallest seed in the world, and plants it in the ground. 

After a while it grows up and becomes the biggest of all plants. It puts out such large branches that the birds come and make their nests in its shade.”
Like the church itself at the beginning – how did the church begin…

Mt 10 – sending out of Disciples – starting at square one!
Situation / context – Mt 9.35,36 

Jesus went round visiting all the towns and villages. He taught in the synagogues, preached the Good News about the Kingdom, and healed people with every kind of disease and sickness. As he saw the crowds, his heart was filled with pity for them, because they were worried and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.

· people with every kind of sickness and disease 

· worried and helpless like sheep without a shepherd.

Commissioned his disciples and sent them out with the instructions:

1. Go and Preach Kingdom of God is near (Good News)
2. Demonstrate the reality of the Kingdom of God by trusting in the power of God to…


a) Heal the sick, raise the dead, drive out demons


b) Provide for all your needs

(nothing new – God taught Israelites to recover dependence on God’s power and provision in Exodus – eg Aarons ROD)

No doubt many impressed!! Feeding of 5000 Mt 14 = 15000 when adding women and children. People flocked.
If the church does the same today – take notice – be impressed – become believers

Healing power evangelism account in Mt 10 – exciting story of disciples / early church – not for now?

Did such gifts die out – no! throughout church history… Up to conversion of Rome – manifest

Also seen in Martin Luther / John Wesley / Welsh revival – Pentecost movement / Hebrides revival of 1949/1950

Plus third world today – all over!!

So Why not such powerful demonstrations of the Kingdom in modern Western Culture???
( To know the real answer to that, consider something else Jesus taught about the Kingdom in Matthew 19.23 

“I assure you: it will be very hard for rich people to enter the Kingdom of heaven. I repeat: it is much harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle.”
We’ve lost touch with the reality of the Kingdom of God because we don’t really feel the need to trust God!
Church in west needs to Recover / renewal – sermon series throughout Autumn on Kingdom of God
Meanwhile…Leave you with “Thought for day”…
Beatitudes in Matt 5 – lets rethink these if we want to know the reality of God’s Kingdom: how to demonstrate and preach…
Blessed are those who know they are spiritually poor; the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN belongs to them!

Blessed are those who mourn; God will comfort them!

Blessed are those who are humble; they will receive what God has promised!

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness; God will satisfy them fully!
Questions to Consider
1. Why would it have been good to be one of the disciples sent out by Jesus in Mt 10?
2. What would it have done to their faith?
3. What would have helped them to believe they could do it? What can we learn from that today?
4. Why might it have been hard to obey Jesus then? Would they have been nervous? Had any doubts at all?
5. Is it true generally that if we don’t feel the need for God we often lose that closeness / reality? 

6. Might this be true as to why we know less of God’s miraculous power to provide, protect and empower?
7. If we look at the Beatitudes, do you think that our lives align with them?

8. What other “riches” might stop us sensing our dependence on God and therefore our closeness to him?

9. Do you think that people in society might be more willing to believe the message of the Kingdom if we lived it out?

10. How do you think we can begin to grow more familiar with God’s miraculous power. Think of Mk 4.30 etc

11. Where do we begin?

12. How can we help each other to do this? 

13. How might St Tims help us?
14. What progress have we made? How can we build on this?
