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	Honour your father and Mother
	Ex 20.12; Eph 6.1


Commandment 5: “Honour your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the LORD your God will give you.”  (Exodus 20:12)
The commandments we have looked at so far have dealt with issues of relationships between individuals. With this commandment we start to move inwards into the heart of our lives by looking at our relationship with our parents. As we move into this area we need to realise that, for many people, the topic of families is one filled with hurts, grief and guilt. Our families can be the source of some of our greatest blessings but they can also be the source of some of our deepest pains.
Ice-breaker: Consider some of the following situations. 

· What issues about honouring your parents do they bring up? 

· What principles might guide what should be done?









Read Exodus 20: 12.

1. In the world of the Bible what would the social, economic and religious importance of the family have been? What responsibilities would parents have had towards their children? 

2. In what way are things different today? Does the commandment still have the same importance in 21st Century Britain?
3. What would be your definition of ‘honouring’? Is it the same as ‘obeying’ or ‘respecting’?

4. How could you dishonour your parents? Give examples.

5. Why do you think this commandment mentions both father and mother?

6. Israelite society was made up of families rather than individuals. Why in this case was the break-up of families so serious?

7. This commandment has a blessing attached. Do you think that this is because God rewards people who honour their parents or is it because honouring parents leads to the sort of society where long happy lives occur? If families failed
8. What does this commandment say about the value of the family?

9. If your own parents have died are you now exempt from this commandment?

10. Jesus passed on the responsibility for caring for his own mother to a disciple. Does this have implications for the care of those who cannot be taken care of by their own families?

11. The implication in the Bible seems to be that how we treat our parents is linked to how we treat God. Is this true?
12. How can the church uphold the value of the family without seeming to be exclusive to those who are singles?

A couple have two children. The husband’s parents are


extremely anxious that the children be sent to private school


and are even offering to pay the fees. The couple do not want


this and he is worried whether to reject such an offer would


to fail to honour his father and mother. What do you advise?





One of your friends has two grown up sons who have left


home and a younger teenage daughter who is still living at


home. The couple became Christians a couple of years ago


and have since decided they brought their first two children


up too liberally and need to be a lot stricter with their


daughter. You are aware that their daughter is becoming


increasingly resentful, rebellious and angry about this. What


do you do?





A married couple in your church have come with a problem.


They had made a decision not to try to have a family but


have recently heard some people saying that such a decision


is selfish. They ask you what you think.





• A couple ask you for advice regarding a choice of possible


career moves. The husband has been offered two possible


jobs, one in the south of England and one in the north. The


job in the south of England is in a nicer location with better


schools while the northern job is within 30 minutes drive of


her elderly parents. His parents have both died. They ask you


what you think the responsible Christian decision would be.





• A member of the youth group comes to ask you for your


advice regarding her family situation. She explains that she


comes from a family which is not church going and which is


increasingly hostile to her newfound faith. Her parents keep


nagging her to stop going to youth group meetings, say her


work is suffering (which she denies) and are now saying they


will refuse to sign the consent form for the youth group’s


summer camp. She wants to honour her parents. What


should she do?





• Some members of the church have decided to let their 17-


year-old daughter, a pillar of the youth group, stay at home


while they go away on a conference. They have agreed that


she can have a couple of friends over to watch a video on the


Saturday night. You find out accidentally that the teenagers


are actually planning a large party. What do you do?





• A friend is discussing the plight of his recently widowed father


who has been left alone in a big, hard to maintain house over


a hundred miles away. Your friend and his wife have a big


house themselves, yet in the discussion there has been no


mention of him coming to live with them. Do you suggest it?





• One of your friends has two grown up sons who have left


home and a younger teenage daughter who is still living at


home. The couple became Christians a couple of years ago


and have since decided they brought their first two children


up too liberally and need to be a lot stricter with their


daughter. You are aware that their daughter is becoming


increasingly resentful, rebellious and angry about this. What


do you do?








